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MAYOR SEARS' ADDRESS.

Mayor Sears was enthusiastically
received. He said ¢hat he
not as the mayor of the city, but as a
life-long Liberal. He had dlways ad-
bered to the ship of liberalism, even

Avhen unfavorable winds blew, and he !

was very proud of his party. His
nwvords of praise for the party’s leaders
:Were received with iremendous ap-
plause. Mayor Sears said that he re-
gretted that he had to leave to go to
the banquet, as his inclination was to
gemnin with them. (Applause).

MAYCR SEARS

J. T. HAWKE.

appeared |

“J. T. Hawke received a hearty wel- |
i gome. Mr. Hawke traced the history
of the party and corrected for the
j;enleﬂt of the younger men of the Lib-
erpis, statements made by the Conser-
watives. The Liberals also aided, he
said, In the establishment of Confed-
eration and also aided in the building
jt‘ the C. P. R.

o
& F. B. CARVELL,

o
B, B. Carvell in a forcible speech,
which was rousingly received, was pre-
pared riot to stand by the older history
of the party but by its present record.
He . spoke of the Conservative. policy
of scandal and how little it really
meant. He mentioned incidentally that
Hon. Geo. E. Foster, who- is the real
leader of the Conservatives, is by no
means free of suspicion himself. Hon.
R: L. Borden, a worthy gentleman, has
no volce whatever in his party’'s af-
fairs, which are controlled by Foster
and a set of Ontario politicians so nar-
. row that they had not any shadows.

-t

. .« DR, GAUDET.

Df: Gaudet was then called upon, and
he also gave a stirring address.,

SPEAKER ROBINSON.

{Th%re were many cries for Robinson,

3 at last Speaker Robinson came
forward. He sald that he had been
borfi into /the Liberal party and was
wery proud of his heritage. Unlike the
Congervative party which, as Mr.
Hawke had pointed out, began to de-
¢line after ten years of power, the Lib-
eral regime is progressive and is still
gainfng power. He spoke of the favor-
able way that N. B. claims had been
treated by the Liberals, mentioning
the eastern extension claims as an ex-
ample.

~ . HON. FRANCIS SWEENEY,

.’Hon. Francis Sweeney was loud-
Yy  called for and came to
the front. The preceding speaker,
he said had been elected in
*§4- in- Westmorland, but the election
t n stolen from him. The Liberal
Party will be victorious in the next
#lection, be it this year, next year or

@ year after, if we will only be true
40 ourselves.

MR.' ROGERS, EX-M. P,

" %fr. Rogers, ex-M.P. of Albert county,
‘gave an address and accused the Con-
servatives of bringing undue influence
» upon the electors of Albert county.,

i D, GILMOUR,

= P. Gilmour of Charlotte county, re-

#ponded readily to a call for him, say-

‘dng that at a Liberal meeting he was

“ falways prepared to stand up and be

‘¢ounted. Before '96 the Conservatives

“had said that the Liberals were a de-

e¢ent lot of people, but that they had

not the faculty of ruling. How differ-
ent from their forecasts, he said, the
result has been. Good times have
come with the Liberal regime, and he
swould not be so modest as to say that

#t was not, to a very large extent, due

4o them.

& The Conservatives claim that the
esent tariff is the N. P, again, but
ding the British preference. The

‘$aat office department, which the Con-

@ervatives said could only be run at

ol i
-

o
s

a loss with three and five-cent postage,
is now yielding an enormous surplus.
He suggested that the Conservatives
should adopt a conmstructive instead of
the present destructive policy.

J. F. TWEEDALE, M. P. P.

John Fletcher Tweedale, M. P. P. for
Victoria county, was then called upon.

‘He spoke of his county-being inland

and receiving but little aid from the
government, as but little was needed.
He was proud of ‘he standing of the
Liberal party 2 -pressed the hope
that this conve wonuld perform a
great deal of goo nniting the party.
He referred to Hon. John Costigan, re-
marking that since entering public life
as a member of the local government
he had constantly remained a member
of parliament, being in the House of
Commons since <Confederation. He
stood today without reproach and with
a spotless reputation, being known
throughout Canada as Honest John
Costigan.
R. E. ARMSTRONG.

R. E. Armstrong, editor of the St.
Andrews Beacon then spoke. He re-

ferred to the time when the was in the !

thick of the fight in this city, and said
he oftentimes recalled the old days
when under the late Hon, Mr. Burpee
and Serator Gilmour the fires of Lib-
eralism were kept kindled. He thought
the labors of these men should not be

| forgotten, nor the work of those who

carried ‘the standards of Liberalism
in the days preceding 1896, He wald

that transportation was' a national.

problem now and hoped for the na-
tionalization of the ports. St. John has
done more than should be expected of
it in advancing the interests ' of the
government so far as regards port im-
proventent is ‘concerned, and now the
government should assume control
and pay the costs.

The people of Charlotte Co. hope and
expect to be included in the work of
progress: The port .of St. John. will
shortly prove inadequate for the de-
mands made upon it, and then ports
lying between St. John and the Am-
erican border will be called into requl-
sition. As Charlotte is the only county
the inference is obvious. He said
that years ago he had carried the
standard for his party, and although
defeated he was unconquered. He took

the audience into his confidence by

gsaying that he would again, after Mr.
Gilmour had been raised to the senate,
carry the standard and hoped for suc-
cess. He thought the minister was en-
titled to credit and wished he were pre-
sent to know the feelings of those as-
sembled.

C. M. LEGER, M. P. P.

Clement M. Leger, M. P. P. for West- |
morland, when called on said that the

HON. DR. PUGSLEY

best speech he could make would be
not to make any at all. As he intend-

. ed to make a speech he hoped the Lib-

erals  of- New Brunswick would allow
him off and he would make the speech
today.

The convention then adjourned.

The following are the list of those
whose names were put on vecord last
night:

ALBERT CO.

L. L. Richardson, C. J. Osman, John
T. Lewis, Albert B. Steeves, C. 8.
Dowling, John P. Beatty, D. W. Stew-
art, W. S. Steeves, W. J. McKenzie,
Wm.  McGorman, Henry Nicholson,
George Steeves, Stephen Garland, 10
Marvin, James A. Bailey, J. G.
Steeves, H. H. Bishop, H. E. Steeves,
John Blake, George E. Stiles, Charles
Morris, Alex. Rogers.

CARLETON COUNTY,

H. B. Smith, W. V.’ Benn, E. R.
Squires, Matthew Bohan, H. V. Dall-
ing, Hon. W. P. Jones, F. B. Carvell,
M. P.,, J. W. Smalley, J. W. Wallace,
J. 8. Leighton, jr, W. C. Good, W.
B. Nicholson, M. Ryan, John H.
Thompson. '

CHARLOTTE COUNTY.
Daniel Cassidy, Arthur Craft, H. E.

 Hill, D. Gilmour, W. H. Berry, R. E.

Armstrong, George M. Bynon, Lewis
Connors, Stephen Dick, Herbert Mc-
Lean, A. Harold Lord, John F. Calder.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

M. J. Robichaud, A. Mercier, W. H.
Ryan, Herbert Arseneau, J. C. Cor-
mier, Jeronzg Doucett, G. McMann, H.
Rive, H. G. Poirizr, T. J. B. Cyr, P.
P. Morrais, F. O. Landry, Henry Scott,
John Leyer, O. Turgeon, M.P., J. E.
de Grace, H. M. Dugas, F. F. Landry,
Frank Curran.

KENT COUNTY.

John Richard, James Barnes, CIliff
Atkinson, Thos. O. Murray, David I.
Mundle, J. D. Irving, R. A, Irving, L.
J. Wathen, G. W. Robinson, Pascell
Herbert, F. X. LeBlanc, Athelien Cor-
mier, Jaddus Robichaud, Robert Gal-
Jant, T. Hebert, A, J. Dysart, C. B.
Legere, John Jardine, A. F. Curran.

KINGS COUNTY.
H. G. Titus, Walter Kilpatrick, W.S.

NEW BRUNSW

its resourees and the salubrity of its
climate. We are the legal inheritors
of these accomplishments. The toil of
those who have gone before gave them
to us. It is our duty .to transmit them
unsullied to those who come after us.
We as Liberals have these responsibili-

We are not menaced so much by dan-

gers from without as from as-
saults from within. The
party should guard carefully against
| internal  conflicts and dissensions.
{ The Liberal party shqguld strive to live
up to the high standard set for them
by their progenitors In the faith.
“Abe Lincoln onee said that a country
consisted of {ts territory, its people and
its laws: Of thése sonly ' territory is
perpiznent. ‘We have inOanade, s vast
extent -of texritory, sreat-.variety of
climate and Tproductiveness of - soil.
These ‘are-our gredt national assets.
Thesd are not merely platitudes,but are
pertinent to the citigens and the port
of St. John and the Dominion at large.
It is & question of utilization,

TRANSEORTATION QUESTION.

Chief in ° importance is' the 'great
question -of transportation. So large is
it, and so vast, that in the limited space
at my. disposal it canniot of course be
adeguiately: dealt with. Still the ques-

| tion cannot bé ighored oh this occa-
sion, as the. vital interests of this
port are . connected with it

GREAT EXPANSION,

' No doubt you, all read in the papers
recently the statement that during the
next twelve months there  would be
spent in the construction of railways
in Canada the . amount of $62,000,~
000, and this sum does not in-
clude the building of the section of the
. Grand Trunk Pacific from Winnipeg
to Moncton. What does all this mean?
The answer is obvious, During the
period there must of necessity come
into the country for the performance of

able increase of buginess opportunities
in supplying their demands for living.
The .runk lines, spurs and branches
which this great army of men will
rush to completion, will be productive
too, ard their construction has a deep

The great prairies of the

Mason, A. McGuyfoyle, ¥. E. Sharp,
Samuel Perry, F. H. Rouse, Reld Dib-
blee, George Bond, Captain Peatman,
J. W. Campbell, D. 0. Landry, John
Marrigan, S. A. McDonald.

MADAWASKA COUNTY.

Hector Nadeau, B. R. Violet, 8. Mar-
tin, M-P. P,

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.

J. B. F. McKenzie, C. F. McKendrick,
G. A. Flett, 8. W. Miller, W. B. Snow-

1 ball, M. G. Damon, John Mahoney,

QUEENS COUNTY.

John Leonard, J. W, Carpenter, M.P.
P., Senator King, Hon, L. P. Farris, H.
B, Hay.

RESTIGOUCHE COUNTY

John Gurnoix, Wm. Murray, Hon. C.
H. Labillois, Patrick Millican, F. M.
McAnderson, J. S. Harquail, W. C.
Arseneault, B. McMillar, H, Beck, J.
Trainor.

ST. JOEN CITY AND COUNTY.

James O'Donnell, J. Hascoin, A. E.
G. McKenzie, A. R. C. Clarke, John €.
Boyer, F. L. Hay, W. T. Iroms, J.
Kane, Geo. McSherry, Alex. McDer-
mott, Francis McCafferty, James Gil-
len, H. E. Codner, F. L. Potts; Dr. A.
D. Smith, Wm. 'E. Mcintyre, Fred
Green, John Ward, A. Alcorn, B. Don-
ald, John Richards, Thos. J. Fitzger-
ald, W. J. Fitzgerald, W. J. Belyea,
Willard Savoy, James Duffy, John J.
Coughlan, F. J. Adams, M. D. Sweeney,
J. Quilan, J. Wheaton, Mayor Sears,
Harry Ring, W. J. Mahoney, 3. G
E. Alexander, Dr. Berryman, D. B.
Donald, Daniel Daley, D. McLean, E.
Connolly, Ralph McConneau, Allan A.
MclIntyre, R. O’Brien, M. D. Brown,
John A. Elmdére, W. P. Coughlan,

TUSuNBURY COUNTY.
Judson Férris,
VICTORIA COUNTY

Hon. John Costigan, James E.” Port-
er, George E. Baxter, J. F. Bearway,
J. F. Tweedale, Jas. McNair.

WESTMORLAND COUNTY.

Arthur T. LeBlahe, “Aspert J. Chap-
man, B. C. Lutes, Geo. . C. Copp, Her-
bert Stack, James Newman, J. L.
Rayworth, Dr. E. O. Steeves, Raymond
Hebert, P. Gallagher,. G. R. Sangster,
T. M. LeBlanc, J. 8. Babcock, Geo. E.
Steeves, J. W. Robinson,
Steeves, J. A. Bayly, Stephen Garland,
George Stewart, S. L. Stockton, R. C.
Bacon, M. L. Tracey, J. M. Brown, .
Dujay, W. H. Bowser, Alonzo Keith,
3. C. Peacock, . A. Taylor, W. O.
Sshwartz, Dr. Keith, Wm. Starkey,
Frank Maxwell, Fred Dixon, John J.
Sweeney, Dr.E.A.8mith, J. Friel, Hon.
C. W. Robinson, Hon. Frank Sweeney,
A. J. Chapman, A. T. LeBlane, T. V.
Arsenault, N. S. LeBlanc, James I'lan-
agan, Geo. Siddell, Reid MeManus, J.
T. Hawke, Jonah Keith, Samuel Perry,
J. W. Coates, C. B. Keith, C. H. Reid,

YORK. COUNTY.

Geo. McEwin, Alex. Gibson, jr., John
Palmer, Charles McGinn, W. 8. Haoper,
Geo. ' W. Allen, W. T. Whitehead, 'W. J.
Irvine, S. W. Whitehead, G. A. Mur-
ray.

ties. How shall we' discharge them?,

Liberal !

this vast construction work, hundreds |
of thovsands of men, with the inevit- |

significance for the people of St. John.
West |

Joscph K.
i | should be closed, Has the C. P. R.

(Continued from Page )

will teem with additional mil-
lione of bushels of wheat, which
must find its way to the seaboard, and
it is the policy of the Liberal govern-
ment, as announced by Sir Wilfrid
Laurier in this city, to bring this grain
ovér Canadian territory to Canadian
seaports. (Great applause). i

GOVERNMENTS POLICY.

“Our great leader's actions have
shown that he meant what he said on
that occasion. His policy and that of
the government is in that direction.
Geographicaily we labor upder many
disadvantages and great energy is re-
quired to overcome these mnatural
handicaps. Then the interests of the
West are not slways in harmony with
the interests of the East, and the in-
terests of the Middle West conflict at
times with the interests of the extreme
West and the extreme East.

“All government is compromise. In
fighting geography the people must
bear and forbear. If we in New Bruns- ‘
wick have to make sacrifices we must
not forget that other sections of the‘

| country are also obliged to sink their

individual interests for the common
good.
DEPRECATES CONTENTIONS. '

“When I read of the differences be-
tween certain ports aleng the Atlantic
seaboard, with the one contending
they must have this, and the other!
arguing they must have something
elge, I wonder why it is that there
are so many people of little faith, who
do not remlize the value of our great
‘Western heritage.

“One of the great railway men of this'
country exclaimed, when discussing
this question: “Preduce enough for
one port ? There will be produce
enough for many ports.” (Cheers and
applause.)

“it is the men who are actively en-
gaged in the business of transportation
who hold these views, and point out
the great possibilities of the country.

St. John suffer ?  Has anyone ever;
thought seriously that St. John would
suffer 7 Some politiclans and some !
political writers, it is true have made |
these assertions, but they knew better.
They did not believe the statements
when they made them. They and all
must know that this port will of neces-
gity rommand the major portion of the
great export trade from the West, But
there are other ports. Only
today a delegation from Char-
lotte county sald to me that!
the government should not overlook
the ports of that county. I do not
think the government will overlook
them. They will all be needed

ST. JOHN’S SACRIFICES.

“But it is a fact acknowledged by the
representatives in parliament from all
sections of the country that no people
in Canada have made greater sacri-
fices than have the people of St. John |
for the development of théir port. They
deserve aid from the government, and
that aid will be freely given. (Cheers).

“It is not necessary, as has been
sometimes stated, to live in St. John
to sympathize with its aspira-
tions, as I stated on a form-
er occaslon when I was similarly
honored in this city. Personally, what-
ever influence I have at Ottawa will
always be exercised for the port of St.
John,

IDENTICAL WITH THE L C. R.

“This brings me to another branch
of the transportation question. It is to
the interest of the Port of St.John to ses
the I.C.R. prosper. I have been charg-
ed with becoming a monomaniac on
the I. C. R. question. Realizing as I
do the hostile feeling in certain quart-
ers towards the road I have laid my-
self in iy zeal for its prosperity and
advancement open to the accusation.
The day wilf come when the I. C. R.
will prove itself not a burden to the
country, but a source of profit. Even
now, it is a self-sustaining proposi-
tion, and that notwithstanding the
fact that the three most profiable
months of the year are not included in
the nine months for which the accounts
are mdde up. Not only is it self-sus-
taining, but it will have quite a sum
to its credit.

PREDICTS BIG SURPLUS.

“1 do not wish to indulge in prophecy,
as it is sometimes dangerous to do =o,
but if it has a surplus for the past
nine months, I venture to predict that
for the ‘next year its surplus will not
be far short of half a million..

“When that time does come hostile in-
terests will say if it can show a sur-
plus under those conditions how much
better it would be if its branches
showed -in all directions. These
branches have been .subsidized, but are
not performing their mission.”

A voice—“They are paralyzed.”

‘“The répresentative in parlia-
ment of the C. P. R.. stands up
and says the I. C. R, capital account

closed its capital account? On the con-
trary they have appeared before par-
liament several times in recent years
asking for power to increase their cap-
ital on one occasion by $20,000,000.

“The I. C. R. requires new rolling
stock, ties have to be renewed and rails
changed, the same as any other road.
The branch rcads cannot fulfil their
functions because they have no credit,
and their capital is exhausted. These
conditions show the necessity of tak-
ing steps whereby the people can get
the full fruition of the expenditures.
In answer to the ecriticism that too
much is charged on the I. C. R. to
capital account, I may say that neither
under my administration of the de-
partment or that of my friend, Mr.
Blair, has there been one dollar charged
to capital account for ballasting,

it
! debts, which would have to be assum-

| great questions

G LIBCRALS
HONOR MINISTER OF RAILWAY:

Banquet Last Night Marked By Warm Enthusiasm and Good Fellowship — Mr.
Emmerson Predicts Future of Prosperify and Expansion for the Inter-
colonial Rallway and Canadian Porls..

BRANCH ROADS.

“It is.in the interests of St. John to
see the I. C. R. expand in these differ-
ent directions. By branch lines the
different sections of the province are
brought together. Anything that
strikes at the I. C. R. strikes at the
interests of St. John.

“I will tell you plainty that I will
never favor the carrying of the pro-
ducts of the West over any line to the
exclusion of the I. C. R. Formerly the
I. C. R. was discriminated against by
steamship companies who would refuse
to sell a through ticket which
would enable one to travel over
the I. C. R. if they wished.
To subsidize steamers that will work
against the great natienal road, is not
in the interests of Canada.
not finjure any other steamship of
railfroad compan. I do, however,
claim that the I. C. R. should partici-
pate in some of these expenditures,

PORT OF ST. JOHN.

“In closing, I may say that I have
worked for the promotion of the inter-
est of the portof St. John. It may be
that eventually this great trade from
the West will =eek an out-
let at other ports as well, but it is
with the present conditions that we
are now concerned.

“There are, however, lions in yoéur
path here. The solution of these pro-
blems must be proceeded with before
the broader and greiter question of
nationalization. Those who have read
the report of the Transportation Com-
mission .must have been struck with
the recommendation that the port of
St. John should be made free, While
not arguing against the nationaliza-
tion of the Atlantic ports and the ports
of the St. Lawrence and the Great
Lakes, there are weighty ques-
tions to bes considered. Many
the ports have great

ed by the jpeople of this. province in

common with the people of the whole !

of Canada. Before bdbeing able to ae-
complish the solution of all these
there is preliminary
and essential work to be done at the
port of St. John. There are problems
here that require immediate solution.
In so far as I can be of any service to

i you I am yours to command, as what-

ever benefits the port of St. John bene-
fits the people of the province and- of
the whole of Canada.”

The Minister closed with an eloquent
refereice to his faith in the future of
Canada and resumed his seat amid an
outburst of cheering and applause, fol-

il lowed by three ringing chéers and a
| tiger, indicative of the buoyant hope

and enthusiasm that had been arous-
ed by the address, which was admit-
ter on all sides to have been one of
the ablest ever delivered in this city.

GEORGE ROBERTSON.

Geo. Robertson, M, P. P, then pro-
posed 3 toast to the Senate and House
of Commons, coupled with the names
of Senator John V., Elils and. of
Charles Marcil, member of the House
of Commons from Bonaventure, and
Deputy Speaker of the House. In re-
sponding to the toast Senator Ellis said
that he would not enter upon a long
disputation, but wished to remark
that the senate is endeavoring to bring
that body to a higher pitch of perfec-
tion and bas a sincere desire to do
what it considers best in the interest
of the country. The Senate is in thor-
ough and hearty sympathy with- the
government on all great questions. It
realizes that the country needs the
great railways which are now in pro-
cess of construction. He was sure that
the 'port of St, John was by far the
most important in the Dominion of
Canada.

CHARLES MARCIL, M. P.

Charles Marcil, M, P., then arose to
reply to the toast to the House of
Commons. He was given a grand ova-
tion upon arising. He expressed his
thanks and appreciation for the
kindness extended to him. He said
that as by the rules of the house—since
he is Deputy Speaker—he seldom
spoke, except to report progress, there-
fore he was pleased to speak at length
when outside the house, and again his
theme would be a report on the pro-
gress of Canada during the past de-
cade. Despite his name, which would
imply that he was solely French, he
was of Celtic origin, his mother being
an Irish woman. However, he pro-
mised not to use blarney, but would
cite some facts and figures—and fig-
ures never lie. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
promised peace and prosperity to the
country. In 1896 the sad scene which
was presented in Canada was one

which had appeared in New Brunswick

years before, and which had been set-
tled here in the only possible way. He
hoped that such a question would
never again come before the country.

It was a fortunate thing that Can-
ada had such a leader as Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, and under his guidance a set-
tlement was accepted by his country-
men on the banks of the St. Lawrence
which would have been accepted from
no other leader.

In referring to the Boer War, he said
it had been predicted that under Lib-
ral regime, in such a crisis, the govern-
ment would bhe opposed to the Mother
Country, But contrary to the Con-
servatiive predictions,.when that event
arose, it was felt by the government
that Canada should do something to
ald the home land, If the French have
remained powerful in this country, it
is to the British constitution that they
owe their power and they recognize the
fact.

€ir Wilfrid Laurier, with Messrs.
Fielding and Paterson, gave the tariff

I-would’

ENATOR ELLIS

a new feature—that of, British prefer-
eptial trade. "It 'was said before '96

that if the Liberal party ever came in-

to power dn’ ‘this couhtry, disaster
would be rampant, It was said”that
the advent of this party to leadership
would mean the ruin of trade and
commerce. )

The speaker than proceeded to show
by figures the wonderful growth of
Canada since the Liberdls had attain-
ed the leadership of the government of
the country, thus giving the lie to all
.such pessimistic predictions.

1906—Total exports
ada.... .« o
Today—Total exports
ada ..
1896—Total imports ...
Today—Total imports .. ..
1896—Duties collected
Today—Duties collected
1896—Goods entered for con-
sumption.. ve asee.. 110,000,000
Today—Goods entered for con-
sumption:. « .. .. 290,000,000

The trade of Canada has increased
more during the ‘past ten years than
that of any nation under the sun. Not
even Japan was able to approach its
progress.

In 1896 the aggregate trade of Can-
ada with Great Britain was $89,000,000;
in 1906 it was’$202,000,000. Trade with
the United States has inereased from
$103,000,000 in 1898 to $273,000,000 in
1906. :

The, aggregate foreign trade im 1896
was 231 million.. In 1906 it was §546,-
000,000.

of Can-
«i 4. $113,000,000
of Can-

ie <ve. 256,000,000
.. $118,000,000
294,000,000
20,000,000
46,000,000

In 1896 the Conservative party voted |

40 millions ‘with 5 million of a deficit.
Today there were 72 mililons with a
surplus of 12 millions. In 1896 there
was a total disbursement of 42 mill-
ions; in 1906, 83 millions.

The drawback to Canada in the past
was the want of population. The Con-

servatives had said that in the West|

lay the .future hope of Canada. Ef-
forts were made from 1878 to 1896 to
people the Northwest. In 1896 Mani-
toba was far inferior to its present con-
dition and the western teritories were
almost a wilderness.. It has been found
necessary now to bring in people from
other lands to do the wark required.
The speaker  quoted immigration fig-
ures from 1890 until 1906, showing that
the total emigration in 1895-96 wag 16,-
000 and in 1906-06 it was 189,600.

Emigration was the weakness in the
past, but hone go to the United States
now, because they are obliged. Men
will move about, but those who leave
now go to Western Canada.

FRENCH ARE LOYAL,

The future of the country is assured.
Canada has outgrown its childhood.
The speaker said that he knew the sen-
timents of his people. No man. has
more interest than the French Can-
adian to defend the British flag, and
they will- defend it-to the very last.
Before many ‘years the standing of
Canada will. change. ‘We r=hall con-
tinue as members of the Empire, but
are daily and yearly getting to be a
nation. Joseph <Chamberlain admits
that the Canaidian position is not real-
ized in the old country as it should be.

The speaker expressed the hope that
the statesmen of the Mother Country
wculd not commit a fatal error in
dealing with the Dominion, °

In concluding, the speaker said that
the French Canadians have all their
interests in this country. Their fathers
lived here, and here they will live and
die. They are attached to their church,
and appreciate that they owe all to the
flag. which has protected them.

He had always been an ad-
mirer of New Brunswick
and its history and expressed
the thought that many prejudices and
blindnesses would fall if men knew one
another better.He then referred to Hon.
John Costigan, who had been in the
House reptesenting a New Brunswick
constituency since confederation which
showed that New Brunswickers were
good-hearted and will remain true to
the man who is good to them.

Mr.. Costigan then spoke briefly
speaking of his carcer in the House
and thanking those present for their
kindness to him.

John Keeffe then'b proposed. the toast!

The Provincial Government, coupling
with it the names of Premier Tweedlie,
Attorney General Pugsley
Purdy, M. P. P,

Hon. Mr. Tweedie was greeted with
applause .“The province of New Bruns-

wick,” he said, “has had good govern- for the city's interest (applause) ul-

ment for twenty-five years. Our
policy is & progressive one and calucu-
lated to conserve the interests of the
whole people. It gives me much plea-
sure to do honor to my friend the hon.
Minister of Railways, and I am glad
that the minister has been able to lift
up the I. C. R. from its deficits and
prophesy for next year a surplus of
half a million.”

The premier spoke about the read-
justment of subsidies which wiill re-
sult in the local government getting
so much larger a grant 4sch year.

and D, J.;

They were working hand and hand
with the Federal Government, and
whether we are all Liberals or not does

not matter, as we are all in the same

boat.
DR, PUGSLEY.

The attorney general was heartily,
applauded. After some happy intro-
ductory remarks he said he wished to
touch on one subject which is close to
the hearts of the people of this prov-
ince, He referred to St. John as a
winter port. Away back in 1890, when
the ocean steamers were going to Port-
land for their freight, taking off theil
mails at Halifax and then passing, 28-
it were ships in tne night, to a foreign
rort. “It wasat that time that a num-
ber of us went to Ottawa to the gov-
ernment of that day and asked for &
paltry sum for a subsidy. We went
around and visited various members of
the cabinet and I will tell you some-
thing which I  have never seen
in print, We were then told
by Hon. Mr. Ives that we had come at
a very inopportune moment, as a con-
tract had been ahbout arranged between
the C. P. R, the @&.:T. R. and: the
Allan line to make Portland the ter-
minus of the mail steamers for ten
years. We felt that we had come not
at an inopportune time but at a most
appropriate time to .prevent an out-
rage on the people of Canada. It was
at this time that the local government,

under the able leadership of Hon. Mr. |
Blair, voluntarily offered a subsldy for

a service here.”

D. J Purdy, M. B, P, 7
was pleased to be here to do honor tof
the Minister of Railways and Canals,
who was leader of the government
when he first entered the local house.
He suggested that Hon, Mr. Blair
should be heard. His remark caused

i loud applause.

HON. A. G. BLAIR.

Hon., A, G. Blair said that he had no
intimation that ex-ministers were to b2
called upon to speak or to give an ac-
count of their past conduct. He wish-
ed, however, to express his personal
antisfaction at being present and to
add his tribute to the words of praise
for the Minister of Railways.

“My name has been frequently since
then been allied with others than
Liberals, but there has never been any
warrant . for such rumcrs,” said Mr.
Blair. ‘“There has been no action of
mine which could be taken to mean
that I sympathized with the opposi=
tion. From the Liberals I have only
diftered on one principle.

“f can assuie you nov that I cane
not say that I will no: e any fur-
ther active interest in poitical affairs.
A man who has spent his life in poli-
tics does not willingly sever connec-
tion with it. All I know I have friends
who would be glad, I feel sure, to ses,
me exert my efforts, in my humble
way ,to further the prosperity of this
city and province.

«T.et me say once and for all, that
if any provincial constituency at =
general or by-election wishes my ser-
vices, I am prepared to render that
service and I am prepared to render
it in hearty loyalty to the Minister of
Railways.”

COL. H. H. McLEAN.

Col. McLean proposed the toast off
The City of St. John. He congratulat-
ed Hon. Mr. Emmerson for the grand
stand he had taken in the interest of
the I. C. R. and thus of the people of
the province. St. John will have its
requests granted, he said. Everything
which has yet bheeén done for this port
has been done by the Liberals. To tha
Conservatives the city owes not one
earthly thing. St. John and New
Brunswick aided in this building up
of the West and now in return they
wish St. John to be what by nature it
was intended to be, the chief winter
port of Canada.

He wished to say that St. john was
a Liberal city and would have returne
ed a Liberal at the last clection but
for Hon. Mr. Blair, but for Mr. Blair
alone, who announces tonight that he
is returning to the party.

Hon. Mr. Blair—“I never left the
Tiberal party.” s

Col. McLean—‘‘A Liberal is ong wha

{ upholds Liberal principles, which Mr,
THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT.

Blair did not do.”

Mayor Sears was greeted with
cheers. He said that he came befors
them asg. a life-long Liberal. After re-
fering lo the efforts and aspirations of
St. John he referred to Mr. Blair as
having made this evening a confession
for both and said that there was no
man who was move ready to stand up

though he went a little astray
(applause) .The gathering broke up
with the singing of the national an=
them.

et

TORONTO, Dec. 27.—A Regina des=
patch says that the crisis is expected
tonight in the case of Premier Scott,
who is ill with pneumonia. His con<
dition is extremely critical.

The Ontario Legislature has been
called for January twenty-fourth,

¥
said that he’




