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Companies Cannot Get Beok-
ings East of Here

LOCAL STAGE PLANS

Amviteur's‘ Score Again;
Hughes ‘in New York;
Irish Players’ Piece

Leil

Theatre goers in St . John may be 0

wondering why some good shows of the
better type are not visiting St. John this
season. In past years we had visits from
some of the better companies with first-
class’productions, but this year the war
had turned the attention of American
managers and producers from the low-
er Canadian provinces, at least thig is the
reasonl given by som¢ of those “higher
up” while others who would come this
way, bringing ' clever companies and
pieces, cannot get time beyond St. John.

A geason of musical stock is about to
‘be started in Halifax, Moncton has pic-
turess so has Amherst; where else, then
can & company get bookings over - the

follows that, though several engage-
ments  could be booked for St. John,
Manager M¢éKay of the Opera House,
has been. told, after he had been in ne-
gotiations with the companies, that they
were unable to secure dates east of
this city and on that account it would
not be profitable for them to make a
Jump here.

Thus it is that the mid-summer sea-
son will probably be uneventful on the
local stage. There is one bright fixture
still sending out a glimmering of hope—
Mr, McKay has booked the well known
“Chocolate Soldiers” for a week’s stay in
June. Tt should be very well received in
St. John. The Mack’s Musical Revue will
return to the city for the week of May
24 and the week following, with a
change of policy in the programme and,
very likely, new faces in the company.
A summer season of musical stock by
a talented company isg the plan intended
at present.

A new play entitled “The Baron,” by
Martha Morton, has been placed in re-
hearsal by the Shuberts and will shortly
be produced out of town with George
Nash_ in the title role. The play is de-
scribed as a comedy of modern life, one
act of which 18 laid . in the Tapestry
Room in the Hotel Knickerbocker.

Edward Abeles, of “Brewster’s Mil-

,Mon’s will play the leader role in “The
“Last Laugh,” a new comedy by Charles
Goddard and Paul Dickey, authors of
“The Ghost Breaker” and “The Mis-
leading Lady.”

The ‘Amateurs

St. John should be proud of the tal-
ent of some of those whom the general
public calls “amateurs.” Two presenta-
tions  this week, “Young rs, Win-
throp,” by the Y, M.:S, of St. Joseph,
and a minstrel show by the Ebony
Swells, were enthusiastically received—
both were decided successes and those
takintg dpart deserve the highest praise
for r talented portrayals. There
were some in both casts who stood out
beyond the others, whose recognized ab-
ijlity was at once apparent and who,
though termed “amateur” really gave an’
exactness of touch and technique to their
characterisation, which would place them
above that caf J

Arnold Daly, whose revival of “You
Never Can Tell,” at the Garrick Theatre
New York, ‘h.:nlﬁm"n successful has
revived Shaw's military comedy. “Arms
and the Man,” at the Park Theatre Mr.
Daly plays the role of Bluntschaeli. The
cast includes George Giddens, Stanley
Dark, Montagu Love, Charles Laite; An-
ne Sutherland, Doris Mitchell and Fania
Marinoff.

Premiere

The first production of “Shanwalla,”
Lady Gregory’s new three-act play, took
place at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, a
fortnight ago, and was cordially receiv-
ed. “Shanwalla” is the name of a race-
horse, and the plot centres round at-
tempts to “dope” the animal. Janges
Brogan, caught in one attempt to doctor
the horse’s food by Bride Secarry, wife of
a stableman, murders her, and contrives
to throw suspicion on her husband. The
feature of the nflay is the supernatural
protection afforded to Scarry by his dead
wife, saving him from intrigue by Bro-
‘gan, and finally making the murderer

confess his crime. Her influence is ex-
: erted through the agency of a blind beg-

gar. The play is impressive and power-
ful, both as drama and in its relation
to the supernatural. There is a strong
scene in the second act where Brogan
tries to tempt Scarry to “dope” Shan-
walla by suggesting that an intrigue ex-
isted between Scarry’s wife and his mas-
ter, and that the latter was the mur-
derer. The epirit of his wife appears to

Scarry while he is asleep and saves him
_from the step and appears also in the

third act to dictate the blind beggar's

actions. X

“The Road to Yesterday,” the roman-
tic play by Miss Dix and the late Mrs.

Sutherland, that had its prosperous day
_in the United States several years ago,

is about to be tried in the English prov-

inces with a view to ultimate transfer
to London, Another and more recent

American play. “The Argyle Case,” the

“dectective-piece” that Robert Hilliard

acted on this side of the Atlantic, is

is soon to pass to the London stage, with

Fred Terry and Julia Neilson in the chief

parts.

George Arliss, who has been appear-

- ing in “Disraeli” for the past five sea-
sons, will be.seen next year in a new
play by Louis N. Parker, entitled “The

Aristocrat.” He will again be under the

direction of George C. Tyler, who late-

\

v

Klaw: & Erlanger. Mr. and Mrs. Arliss
sailed recently for England where he
will spend the summer. He will return
: to New York to begin rehearsals in Sep-
tember.
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Local Favorite

CAPTAIN GUY M. DRUMMOND

Lady Drummond and Mrs. Drummond leaving St.
after the servics. Inset below, Mur. Asquith, p

g left the chimch.

Peter’s Church, London,
as he

Marry Late In Life; Your
~ Children Will Be Famous ?

Casper L. Redfield, of Chicage, Thinks at Least That Children
of Old Men Have Best Chance to Achieve Greatness

“For I'm not so dld, and Pm mnot so
plain,
“And I'm ”quitc prepared to marry

Sings the doddering old Lord Chan-
cellor in “Iolanthe,” and now he has
science, in the shape of a brochure by
Casper L. Redfield of Chicago, coming
out strongly on hig side and declaring in
effect, that the children of such a mar-
riage would probably surpass their fath-
er both intellectually and in the mark
they would make in the world.

“Great men, and how they are pro-
duced,” -is the ambitious title of Mr.
Redfield’s pamphlet, which aims to prove
that the greater the time elapsing be-
tween generations, the better the stock
produced. With this in mind, Mr. Red-
field announces his intention of bringing
before the various legislatures in the
United States legislation prohibiting
early marriages. He ‘ considers that
youths and maidens should not be per-
mitted to marry at least until they have
attained their majority. In a letter to
The Daily News he states:

Ciroularising the Sclentists,

“Copies of the pamphlet are being sent | P

to scientists at more than 500 universit-
fes. and colleges. With these copies I
am giving forma] notice to the.scientists
that at no distant day I will make di-
vect application to staté legislatures to
have the laws revised to prevent the
marriage of minors. They are request-
ed to bring forward any objections they
may have to such revision.”

The pamphlet is a reply to an article
by Professor R. H. Johnson of Pitts-
burg, published last year in The Jour-
nal of Heredity, in which the writer
points to the disproportionate numbers
of inferior and superior stock, advocat-
ing earlier marriages among the latter
class in order that the average may be
raised.

Would Have Opposite Effect. .... .. ..

Mr. Redfield retorts that this very
habit of early marriage, which has
placed inferior stock numerically in the
lead, is hlso the cause of it being infer-
for stock. Early marriage ¥ superior
stock would only bring it down to the
inferior level. To prove his confidence
in his theory, he offers the American
Genetic Association $100 for a single
case of a “superior” individual resulting
from breeding at the rate of four gen-
erations to the century. He offers an-
other $100 for an instance of a “very
great man” having been produced from
breeding at even as slow a rate as three
generations to the century.

For his purpose, Mr. Redfield decides
to call the age of the father at the birth
of a child, the child’s “birthrank.”

He then sets forth to prove that the

Chocolate Soldier” has an jmportant role
in a new piece “A Modern Eve.” She
will be recalled in St. John as “Nadi-
pa,” in that production. Her new play
which John Cort brought out of storage
to usher in the silly season, has perhaps
had a more checkered career than any
musical comedy of recent manufacture.
Produced some years ago in Chicago, it
enjoyed such a prospero us run that
many of its melodies penetrated to rag-
time haunted Broadway. Its engage-
ment ended in the windy city, it travel-
ed up and down the far places of the
hinterland, everywhere duplicating the
Chicago success. Why it has never be-
fore been offered in New York remains
as deep a theatrical mystery as the fail-
ure of “The Big Idea.”

Melbourne MacDowell was taken to
Bellevue Hospital last week suffering
from acute gastritis. His condition is not
serious.

Lee Parvin has closed a long season
with “Peg O’ My Heart,” and is now
in advance of the New York Sun-Chi-

Lelia Hughes, who created such popu- cago Herald war pictures.

lar comment as prima-donna with The

(Continued on following page),

higher the birthrank, the better the
child’s chance of becoming a great man.
He has prepared, as an addenda to the
pamphlet, a list of 571 great men, in-
cluding 860 individual birthranks (many
being given of parents); and 168 birth-
ranks which include two or more gen-
erations, the intermediate dates being
unknown. Of the former the average
birthrank is 40.7 years and of the latter,
40.67 years.

Some Seeming Exceptions,

His list fails to include many of the
world’s greatest men, but ig rather an
average Collection of prominent men,
both greater and lesser. It is a strange
fact that, of the six lowest birthranks
in his list, five are those of the five
greatest leaders in history included in
the list. Alexander the Great (26), Na-
poleon Bonaparte (28), Charlemagne
(27), Frederick the Great (24), and Mo-
hammed (25). The fifth is of Hans
Christian Anderson (22).

However, Mr. Redfield’s contention -is
not the child of a young father may not
become great. ’

“Great ‘men,” he says, “are sometimes
sons of young, or  comparatively young
arents. There are many cases of that
kind in the accompanying list. My off-
er is not based on the assumption that
the son of young parents may mnot be
great, or that the eldest of a series of
brothers may not be the best. It is
based on the theory that intellectual su-
periority can neither be produced nor
maintained when generations succeed
each other rapidly.”

The “Exceptions” Explained,

In this connection, reference to the
genealogy of the five men named above
shows: that the father of Alexander
the Great was born when his father was
sixty-three years old, while the two
previous generations covered between
them a period of ninety years; that the
birth rank of Charlemagne’s father was
forty; that those of the generations pre-
ceding Frederick the Great were 81 and
87 respectively; while that of Moham-
med’s father was forty-six years or over
and that his grandfather was the son of
a very old man. The birth-ranks of
Napoleon’s predecessors apparently, are
unknown.

Referring to his offer of $100 for the
instance of a very great man produced
from breeding as rapid as three genera-
tions to the century, he defines a “very
great man” as one of the 200 or 800
most prominent men in history.

Must Be Some Delay.

“I have said that no one of these ex-
traordinary men was produced by nor-
mal breeding on the specific thing of
time between generations,” he says. “In
other words, I have said that every one
of them—without any exception what-
ever—was produced by successive gen-
erations using abnormally long time. If
there is any exception to be found my
money can be taken from me.”

Chances § to 51,

Several tables are given in the
pamphlet, one of which is designed to
show the proportionate chances of a
man becoming great, according to his
birthrank. The logic is a little difficult
to grasp, but Mr. Redfield works out to
his own satisfaotion that if this chance
to the son of a twenty-four-year-old par-
ent is represented by one, that of the son
of a man of over sixty is represented by
51.56.

Summing up Mr. Redfield says: “A
general statement of my position is:

“l.—Rapid breeding inevitably and
necessarily leads to the production of
inferior stock, no matter what the orig-
inal stock may be.

‘“2.—Slow breeding is an essential to
the production of superior stock, and
when properly used, inferior stock can
be transformed into superior stock in
about 100 years, and into eminent men
in less than 200 years.”

CHS, FAOHMAN
DD POCR A

Never Made a Contract And
Never Had a Lawsuit

AN ASSOCIATE'S: TRIBUTE

Paid Millions of Dollars to Stars
and Authors Without Scratch
of a Pen—A Lusitania Victim

New York; May 15—For thirty-seven
years intimdte friend and business as-
sociate of ‘Charles Frohman. Alf Hay-
man, general manager of Mr. Frohman’s
theatrical enterprises, last night for the
first time talked for publication about
his chief, who perished on board the
Lugitania. ' | ] 3

Mr. Hayman knew Mr, Frohman as
intimately as any living man. He paid a
glowing tribate to the theatrical man-
ager, whose death has caused wide-
spread sorrow. = _

Mr. Hayman alse coniradicted exag-
gerated reports thgt have spread about

“He. was comparatively a poor man,”
said Mr. Hayman. Mr, Frohman, with
so many enterprises, however, placed
his capital and energies always with the
work at hand.

As Mr, Frohman left no will applica-
tion for administration papers will be
.made today by Daniel Frohman, and in
a few days Mr. -Hayman and John D.
Williams, business manager, probably
will be in a position to make an accur-
ate statement of the future course of
the business. - Until then all accounts of
what will be done are mere speculation,
Mr. Hayman said. /

‘Mr. Hayman's appreciation of Mr.
Frohman follows:

“I first met C. F. in Philadélphia
thirty-seven years ago. He was treas-
urer of Haverley’s Minstrels. I was the
advance agent for Mr. and Mrs. W. J.
Florence. The Colonnade Hotel, at Fif-
teenth and Chestnut streets, at that time
was the swell hotel, of Philadelphia, In
the course of a walk one day we stop-
ped in front of the hotel and C. F. said:
‘Some day I hope to have money enough
to stop at the Colonnade’ He never
forgot this, and whenever we went to
Pliladelphia together he 'would always
insist on our walking up’'to the hotel,
logk at it and recall the conversation.

“Authors, actors -and ‘actresses have
108t the greatest friend they -ever had.
Hé dld more for themy thah ‘any other
manager, He was the first to pay big
salaries, and the first to allow his chil-
dren, as he loved to call'them, unlimited
amounts for stage gowns, and permitted
them to have them made wherever they
pleased,

“He was the first to inaugurate big
sHding scale royalties for authors, and
had the same terms for all, claiming if
an ‘author could write a play that
could earn big money he was entitled
to' his share of the receipts, and the
more the play earned the more the au-
thor was entitled to.

Nothing Commercial

“C. F. knew absolutely nothing about
the value of money, and cared nothing
for it. No baser slander was ever writ-
ten about a man than the articles by
numerous writers who always love to
write about the commercialism in the
theatre (and who never take the trouble
to investigate) accusing' C, F. of com-
mercialism.

“An adverse criticism, never bother-
ed him unless it abused the author, the
actor or the actress. He cared absolute-
ly nothing what might be said about
him. He produced many a play, he
knew would fail, because he had given
his word to the author he would pro-
duce it,

“No man, woman or child ever saw
him angry, or heard him raise his voice.
I never knew him to have an ‘enemy.
I never heard him speak ill of any one.

“C. F. always was delighted , when
a play made a success, no matter by
whom produced.

“He would never make a contract
with any of his stars. If I would re-
monstrate he would say to me: ‘No, I
won’t do it. I want them to be in a
position so that if they ever ‘become dis-
satisfied they know they are free to
leave me. ,

“He has paid .millions of dollars to
authors without the scratch of a pen,
and never had a dispute or a lawsuit
with them or with anybody over a busi-
ness transaction.

Died Comparatively Poor

“C. F. died a ¢omparatively poor man.
He never wanted money. When up-
braided on this point he would say: ‘If
when I die I can do 8o with the love
and respect of all my stars, all my au-
thors, all my associates, all my em-
ployes and my creditors, then I will not
have Hved in vain.

“His greatest delight was the morning
wires he would receive each morning
on his arrival at the office from his
stars. He never failed to have daily
communication with them.

“It is doubtful if any man in the the-
atrical business ever lived who gave
away as much money to charity as C.
F. When he had an application of any
kind from a professional who said he or
she was in want he would insist on
sending something, and he would never
let ahyone know, not even me, who the
recipient would be.

“] said to him one day: ‘Do you know
you are not doing right in sending money
tc all the people who write and tell
you they are in hard luck, because they
may be imposing on you? His reply
was: ‘There may be some that are im-
posing, but I know there are others in
want, so I can’t afford to make a mis-
take.

“Two of the worst penmen I think
Pve ever known are C. F. and James
M, Barrie. They always correspond in
lorghand. C. F. would send for me and
ask me if I could make out what Bar-
ric was writing him, and Barrie used

F. to use a typewriter, as no human be-
ing could read his writing.”

that Mr. Frohman died very wealthy.|

SEEKING LAW T0

REACH DERNBURE

U. S. Also After Newspapers
Which Upheld Disaster

DERNBURG 1S OBNOKIOUS

And There is a Fee]iné of Indig-
nation Over His Justification of
the Sinking of the Lusitania

‘Washington, May 15—From & high of-
ficial of the government, who has spec-
ial facilities for knowing, it is learned
that the administrations’ resentment
against the propaganda of Dr. Bernhard
Dernburg, formerly colonial minister in
the German government, has lead to a
study of the problems involved that
might have effects not limited to Dr.
Dernburg’s personality. Dr. Dernburg's
public comments, especially since the
killing of Americans on the Lusit&qia,
has been exiremely offensive to the ad-
ministration and the law has been
searched at the department of justice for
a statute that might apply to him.

Along with Dr. Dernburg’s comments,
which are construed as hardly less than
threats 'against ‘American ships in the
war zone, the attention of the depart-
ment of justice has been called to in-
stances in which American papers, print-
ed in the English language, have approy-
ed the sinking of the Lusitania with all
that it involves and have seemed to en-
courage repetitions of that disaster. It
is said that “some five or six” papers are
in this group and it is against them that
officials believe a statute has been found
that might be used effectively.

The law in this connection forbids,
under penalty of a $5,000 fine or five
years’ imprisonment, or both, the mailing
of obscene or indecent: literature or
obscene implements. That would not
apply to the offenses under consideration,
but in March, 1911, the law (section 211
of the penal code) was amended so that
the term “indecent” within the intent of
this section shall include matters of a
character tending to incite arson, murder
or assassination,

To Get at Dernburg.

“The time may come very soon,” said
the official, discussing the subject, “when
this section, which seems to have been
overlooked in certain courses, might be
found effective.”

This suggestion from an official source
that editorials encouraging the repetition
of the Lusitania horrors might come
within a prohibition against inciting
‘murder and assassination’ ’is the strong-
est indication yet expressed in the stern
judgment the administration has passed
upon the torpedoing of the Lusitania.

It is apparent from conversations with
officials that more satisfaction would be
experienced if the law applied directly
to Dr. Dernburg rather than to a few
publications supporting his views. But
the law relates wholly to the postal ad-
ministration, and nothing;that Dr, Dern-
burg could say would, apparently, bring
him within the reach of the federal sta-
tutes except possibly in connection with
his deportation as an undesirable alien,
unless that he should mail, or attempt
to mail, copies of his offensive address.

It was explained today that the fed-
eral government had tried through the
alient and sedition act in the early' part

"of the last century to hold persons to

strict accountability for the ‘“spoken
words,” but that effort ended in what
is regarded as a final and complete fail-
ure.

It was pointed out that the mailing of
a newspaper carrying even a report of
speeches like those of Dr, Dernburg
might, by a strained interpretation of
the law, be held to violate the provision.
It was made clear that no such strict
interpretation would be followed by the
government. As a matter of fact, of-
ficials feel that the publicity that Dr.
Dernburg has sought and received, par-
ticularly since the sinking of the Lusi-
tania, has only added to the country’s
horror at the death inflicted upon non-
combatant men.

Cooking His Own Goose,

] don’t think we need anything
against Dr. Dernburg,” said the official,
explaining the limit of the statutes, “Dr.

to write me to ask if he couldn’t get C.!

Dernburg is cooking his own goose as
fast as he can.”

While nothing was said to the identity
of the newspapers tha had attracted the

govemment’sfintercst, it is believed that

one is published in St. Louis, one in Mil-!

waukee and another possibly at Atlantic
Highlands, New Jersey.

One difficulty in the way of curtail-
ing Dr. “Demnburg’s activity is that the
government does not desire to tdke ac-
tion against. him at this time because
such action might tend to embitter senti-
ment in Germany against the United
States. It is the desire of the govern-
ment that the issue involved in the Lusi-
tania case shall not be confused by the
injection of any other incident, and for
that reason mainly there is' not likely to
be any proceedure against the former

German colonial minister until the inter- |

national ‘atmosphere has cleared, if it
does cleaf. 3

Because, he has mo official status in
the United States, the administration
hesitates'to ask the German government

to take measures against Dr. Dernburg,

for even to suggest informally to the
German ambassdor that he instruct Ber-
lin nu}\e feeling of indignation that has
been paused in this.country by Dr. Dern-
burg’s justification of the destruction of
the Lusitania, with the loss of so many
Argerican ]ivels, ;

ut it is plain that any inquiries by
the Geman'*g?v‘émment or its ambas-
sador,%g,_g‘ on as the. manner
in which* Dr."Dernburg’s “activities as a
propagandist are regarded by this
ernment would be appreciated.

GUNMEN N STRIKES

Used By Both Men Who Quit,
and By Employers, Says New
York Police Commissiener

_ Washington, May 15.—Guncen and
gunwomen have been used by both
strikers and employers in industrial dis-
turbances. Police Commissioner Woods

of New York told the Industrial Rela-

tions Commission. The, commissioner
related details of an investigation of
the confessions of a New York gang
leader, “Dopey Benny,” which culminat-
€d in:the return of indictments by tne
New York county grand jury.

“This investigation,” said Commis-
sioner Woods, “has shown a large em-
ployment of gunmen by strikers, and a
soméwhat. less employment of gunmen
by employers. In the cases of employ-
ers, the gunmen are usually secured in-
directly, through the employment of
private detective agencies which use
gunmen. We have found that New
York: gunmen have been taken to Chi-
cago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Boston,
Baltimore and Philadelphia. Not only
gunmen, but in strikes involving wom-
en workers, gunwomen have been used.”

Commissioner Woods did not believe
the present industrial system was the
cause of the growth of gunmen as an
institution. The employment of gun-
men in strikes, he believed, was merely
incidental to the general life of crime
led by the gangsters.

Stephen S. Gregory of Chicago, a law-
yer, ‘decried the general use of injunc-
tions 'in labor disputes. Boycotts, he
thought, were often justified. . I{e pro-
posed extension of the control of all in-
dustrial organizations by the federal gov-
ernment and a federal information and
federal license system for commerce in
interstate business.

Prof, Henry R. Seager of Columbia
University declared that “no fair-mind-
ed person can deny that the courts of
the land do act with a decided bias to-
ward employers as against labor.” That,
he said, he believed to be caused by the
“antecedent training of our judges.” He
recommended a permanent industrial
commission to harmonize conflicting in-
terests of capital and labor.

THE COMMUTERS’ POSITION

Jerome S. McWade, a member of the
New Haven and Hartford Commuters’
Association, said in his Stamford office:

“We commuters, we common people,
must protect ourselves. Otherwise we’ll
be squeezed flat between the officials and
the workmen. Well be like the two
Americans in Paris,

“Once, in Paris, in the Bois, I noticed
a tremendous disturbance, and directed
my chauffeur to hurry to the scene.

“We found two Americans and two
cabbies rioting terribly. We inquired
into the affair and learned that the cab-
bies had bumped their cabs. After the
bump they had wrangled; from wrang-
ling they had turned to abuse, and
finally one cabby had said:

“‘If you don’t shut up I'll whack your
customer over the head with my whip!”

“You hit my customer, retorted the
second cabby, ‘and I'll hit yours.’

“Then the first cabby had given the
second cabby’s customer a good cut,
the second cabby had cut the first’s cus-
tomer in return, and that was what the

NOTED STARS.
BOOKED TO PLAY
N PHOTO-DRAMA

Geraldine Farrar and. Frank
Keenan; Former Gets
+ $2 a Minute

NOTES OF THE STUDIO

“The Crisis” on the Screen; Picks.
ford Family Reunion; Gossip of
Film-plays and Players by

Geraldine Farrar, world-famous stae
of the Metropolitan Opera House, has

accepted an engagement to appear on
the motion picture screen for the Jesse
L. Lasky Company. The engagement of
Miss Farrar is one of the most import~
ant acquisitions to be made by a film
company and probably calls for a salary,
larger than ever paid to an actress fom
the period concerned. It is said thak
the amount paid will aggregate abouk
$2 a minute for the time that Miss Fars
rar is actually before the camera.

The engagement between the Lasky
Company-and Miss Farrar covers a per~
‘iod of several seasons. This season Miss
Farrar will spend eight weeks working
for the Lasky Company, and it s as-
‘sumed that during this period she will
iwork in three, or possibly four, vehicles.
No announcement has yet been made as
to the plays that will be chosen for Miss
{Farrar. Rumor connects the names of
. Belasco’s “Madame Butterfly” with Miss
lFarnr’s screen debut.

Marguerite Snow, who has within the
|past year leaped into wide populari
by reason of her work in “The Milil
{Dollar Mystery,” has been signed by:
‘Fred J. Balshofer, head of the Quality,
! Pictares Corporation, to play the leading
roles opposite Francis Bushman in the
feature productions which will be re-
leased once every six weeks on the Metro-
. programme. :

Thirty years ago, when “Dan” Mason
was making the original production of
“Peck’s Bad Boy,” he gave Harry Kelly,
{then a small boy on' the variety stage,
this first opportunity to play a real part,
lThe two, Dan Mason, chancte; aetor
QRA- aucer, | Harr, RNE CAEV =,

‘bgy;'?qwefg &g\ 'assogﬁtcd i‘l}a gﬁe's" g
of plays: for two or three years, but
later drifted apart. After thirty years,
Dan Mason and Harry Kelly, now the
comedy hit of “Watch Your Step,” have
met again in the moving picture world,
both being engaged on Cameo comedies,
to be released on the United service.

Joseph Kaufman, director and leading
man with the Lubin Company, had three
of his teeth knocked out, and Earl Met-
calfe, also a Lubin leading man, re-
ceived a special assortment of cuts and
bruises as a result of a sensational fight
in the studio last week while Kaufman
was filming Shannon  Fife’s three-reel
drama, “Darkness Before Dawn.” The
fight was intended for a scene in the
'picture, and both players agreed to in=
sert plenty of realism. They did.

i Richard Travers, leading man with
'Essanay, has just formed a baseball
team of Essanay dctors. ‘Dick” Trav-
ers is one of the best all-around athletes

in flldom, counting hockey, polo and au-
in

1

'tomobile racing among the sports
which he has prominently engaged.

Chestér Conklin, the “Mr. Dropping«
ton,” of Keystone pictures, is the proud
possessor of a pair of comedy shoes that
were used by Dan Rice, the.famous cir~
cus clown of a generation ago. He uses
them occasionally in a picture, “just fos
good luck.” / '

That distinguished character actory
Frank Keenan, is at last taking his turn
before the screen. In a few weeks he
takes his departure for California to act
the leading part in a feature screen play,
to be produced by the New York Mo~
tion Picture Company. The play has
been specially written to feature Mr.
Keenan, who will pose for another big
picture as soon as the first is completed.
He will not return to New  York until
the middle of August.

A screen adaptation of “The Crisis,"
Winston Churchiil’s famous novel, is one
of the “Red Seal” plays promised for
early release by the Selig Company. The
production will be made at the
Los Angeles studio, and, in addition to
a strong cast of principals, hundreds of
extras will be seen in the picture.

Another name remembered from the
list of “six best sellers” among the mov-
els, and now promised as a forthcoming
Selig “Red Seal” drama, is “The House
of a Thousand Candles.” Work has al-
ready started on this production at the
Coast studios with Harry Mestayer in
the leading role.

To “Fanchon the Cricket,” a Famous
Players attaches an unusual interest be-
cause of the fact that it not only pres-
ents Mary Pickford, the idol of the
screen, in the title-role, but that the sup-
porting cast also includes Lottie and
Jack Pickford, sister and brother of the
popular star. This is the first time since
the Pickfords have been appearing on
the screen that all three have been to-
gether in a single subject.

BOTH NEEDED A REST.

Harry Maynard used to be a member
of the house of wepresentatives until the
voters of his district laid him prostrate
on the ground, and put upon his re-
cumbent form the marks of many iron
boots, thus effectively retiring him to
private life. The last time he was in
the national capital he was explaining
in a peculiar manner that an extra ses-
sion of congress would not be necessary.

Congress reminded him, he said, of a
pianola of which he had heard. A man
was preparing to go on his vacation, and
was unfolding his plans to his neighbor
in the next apartment.

“We will be gone a long time,” he
said, “and we are thinking about taking
our pianola with us.”

“I would,” replied the neighbor. “The

row was all about”—St. Louis Globe
Democrat.

Lord knows it needs a vacation.”—Pop-
ular Magasine




