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AT THE BATTLE OF BAROSSA.

THE MOON’S CHANGES,

Last Quar. .. °nd, .
New Moon .. 9th, .. 53 min. past 12 noon,
First Quar. .. 17th, .. 25 min. past 2 morn.
Full Moon .. 25th, .. 43 min. past 1 morn,

28 min. past 7 even,

Weference to Fllustration.

THE battle of Barossa, in Spain, was one of the
most glorious of the many triumphs oveér the

French, achieved by the British in the Peninsular
war. Although the British fought at great dis-
advantage, through the superior position of the
enemy—caused by the Spanish feneral having
negligently left the key of the whole field of battle
unoccupied—the French were compelled to retreat,
leaving nearly 3,000 dead, six pieces of camnon,
and an eagle—the first the British had taken in
the Peninsular campaign, and which was captured
under the following circumstances :—

In the heat of the action, the first battalion of
the 87th Regiment was engaged with the 8th Im-
{nerinl . and_after a severe contest, drove it back at

he point of the bayonet. Duriug the engagement,
a young ensign of the 87th perceiving the Imperiai
eagle, cried aloud to the sergeant, ** Do you see

that, Masterman?” He then rushed forward to
seize it, but was shot in the attempt ; the sergeant
instantly revenged his death, ran his antagonist
through the body, eut down the standard-bearer,
and took the eagle, which was subse uently
brought to England, and deposited with others in
the chapel of Whitehall. The gallant Masterman
was afterwards rewarded for this brave achieve-
ment by a commission in the second battalion of
his regiment,

It is related of Masterman that on one occa-
sion hearing the action singularly commended b;
a gentleman, who was not aware that he was ad-
dresslnfc one 8o nearly interested in the eulogium
he replied with great modesty—"* T'he serge:unﬁ
merely did his duty; and only accomplished what
hundreds of his comrades would have done had
they possessed an equal opportunity; i~ was the
fortune of war—the sergeant fortunately suc-
ceeded in the attempt which had cost the poor en-
sign his life,”

The French were commanded by Marshal Victor,
the English by Sir Thomas Graham, afterwards
Lonrp Ly~Nepoon ; and it may not be uninterestin
to slve a brief outline of the career of this gallan!
soldier, of whom Sheridan said, * Never was there
seated a loftier spirit in a braver heart ;"—

Thomas Graham was born at Balgowan, Perth-
shire, in 1750; but he did not enter the army until

he was in his forty-fifth year, and he did so then
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