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pose, with the consent of the committee, te don to diseuse ameug ether things the
make a few remarks upon the general ques- miitnry detences et the empire. I am gett-
tion of the militia. My desire is to get lng aloug past the time of lite whea I can
other lon. members of this louse to take serve ry ceuntry lu the field, aud it is ely
an interest in this question other than what lett fer me te give my advice ln this par
they call the colonels. They generally hument in the liglt et my experience ns te
speak of militia day in the House as col- what our rilitary. terce sliuld le. I am
onels' day. There are very few militia men atraid I must accuse myseit that lu the paet,
In the House and a number of them are like ethers, I have net taken our militia
now out of the service. I have not now serieusly enengh. The tire las cere when
the honour of belonging to the service, be- we nglit te ceixider this matter eieusly,
cause I am long past the age limit and pro- and when ve sheuld give encouragement
bably my usefulness comes in being able and support te the beys wbe are enrellîng
to give serne attention to the question and lu eur active militia, and te the beys whe
perhaps to offer some suggestions. I think have gene theusonde et miles away te leave
now a very opportune time for us to seri- their boues on the veldt et Sonth Atrica
ously consider the condition of the militia lu defence et tue empire. I asked the Min-
of Canada, and I want to ask hon. gentle- leter et Mîlitia sore tire cge te deter bis
men who represent this Dominion whetber estimates ntil we Lad the report et the
they are going to be content to have three Major Gencral commending. We have that
or four, or perhaps half a dozen gentlemen report new, and I ar net depreciating the
In the House, because they happen to be in chie men whe tormerly have been in cai-
the force, assume the responsibility to the moud et env militia wvbeu I soy that the
country for the estimates and for under- report et the present Major General le per-
standing the wants, the actions and the fit- haps tue meet tlxreîgh and meet complete
ness of the militia and ail the different flot ve Love <ver lind. This repert le Jre-
branches of the service ? sented ln e emmen ceuse wey tixt It

If the committee will aill me, I will eau b uuderstood by every man lu thie
bring their attention back to forty years ago; ieuse, whether le Las liad previeus miii-
a time which marked an epocl i the history tory tna liiing (r net. WitL the permission
of Our Canadian militia. At thaet time a eo the luse I prp se te ceusider tint re-
thrill of indignation went througli the Brit- port briefiy cut te expiin lew ur de-
lsh empire, becease a foreign power saw fensive foce is erganized. I sli make
fit to board a British ship and lay lands exy reierks on iLis subjeet entireiy free
upon southern refugees wlio liad siught freu plitics, and exxireiy free freux any
sanctuary there. In what state were the fenît finding, even if there lie voom fer
defences of Canada at ftiat time ? There findiug teuit. If l y opiion, as I have
was scarcely a serviceable rifle or musket, etten said betere, flt tli militie siouid le
and there was not what we wouid call to- kept entiveiy ont et pelitice. Lt le ahove
day any real organization of our militie. j a d beyend ail pelitics. 0f course, it muet
To the great honour of Canada, over 240, 1 te ci me extent have e polificai beariug be-
000 men answered on the day fixed to fle cause the minister whe coutrols ur militia
eall of their country. That was a larger fer fle tire being muet beieng te eue or
number than had ever responded to the call efler ef the political parties, but ce far as
of the United States at any fixed day during I am cencerned I viii exclnÉ½L pelities as
the war in tft country. Up to the time mucl as possible tri m fli censiderefion et
of the Trent affair I do net think tbere were fîis question. If I have any teuif te fiud
half a dozen companies in our whole active vitl t1e Minister et Milîria, or witl the
militia, that were properly supplied. i menner lu vhici fli contingents where de-
arms or knew anything about the use of spetcbed te South Africe, I propose te de
them. e Liberels do ie ld ceuntry

It was then that Canada decided to lay keep my criticism until tic wav is ever cnd
the foundation (f a miilitary force which tien bring the minister te accont. I i-
would be a credit to the counitry. That tend te show te fli peeple etfe werld
force has since then grown to splendid pro- fiat whafever euv ixeitical disagreerents
portions. We have made progress. Another rny le in Canada, we arc ready ani willing
epoch has now arrived in our military te show c united front lu defence et our
history. The empire for the first time has country and etfl empire. and te leave
availed of the colonies to assist her in lier ceMPlaint and cviticisr until ve have con-
struggle against a foreign power. Let us quered fhe enemy.
consider if our contribution to tie empire New, Sir, the defensive terce et Canada
is such as is creditable to a great federated le divided into flrce branches, narnely
country like Canada. We have plenty of The permanent terce fixe active militia or
spirit and any quantity of men, but I do velunteers cad the sedenfcry uxilifia. The
not think that we seriously consider the means et instruction are under tour Lead:
position of our military forces. This euh- Firet, the permanent terce or Royal scuools
ject is ail the more pertinent in view of the et iifcry instruction cannected tlirevith
fact that our Prime Minister will meet the second. previsienni ecicels fer the exemina-
Prime Ministers Of ail the colonies in Lon- tien et efficere ; third. tle Royal Military
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