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INTRODUCTION

dint of daily diligence, amid many interruptions
of a social nature, he finished his task before he
left. The concluding lines were actually written
on the last night before he sailed for England.
We discussed several titles for the book The

^fwion of Heroism was the title suggested by
Mr. John Une. but this appeared too didactfc and
restrictive. I suggested Souls in Kliaki, but this
admirable title had already been appropriated.
Lastly, we decided on The Glory of the Trenches
as the most expressive of his aim. He felt that
a great deal too much had been said about the
squalor, filth, discomfort and suffering of the
trenches. He pointed out that a very popular
war-book which we were then reading had six
paragraphs in the first sixty pages which de-
scribed in unpleasant detail the verminous condi-
tion of the men, as if this were the chief thing to
be remarked concerning them. He held that it
was a mistake for a writer to lay too much stress
on the horrors of war. The effect was bad physi-
ologically— it frightened the parents of soldiers •

It was equally bad for the enlisted man himself'
for it created a false impression in his mind.'We all knew that war was horrible, but as a rule
the soldier thought little of this feature in his lot
It bulked large to the civilian who resented incon-
venience and discomfort, because he had only
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