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supercilious young college don. Coleridge's and Words-
worth's lyrical ballads were coming out in 1798. Not
less conservative in his taste than in his politics, Thomas
Anthony Trollope had only a sneer for the fearful and
wonderful products of the new romantic school : if Miss
Milton wished to see some new poems that were at least

good literature, let her read what had just been given
to the world by two Wykehamist bards. One of these
was named Jones, the other Crowe. Both were Fellows
of New College, and both had won the highest praise
of experts like Thomas Moore and Samuel Rogers.
When he deals with other subjects, Thomas Anthony
Trollope's epistolary style undergoes a portentous change.
Both the gentleman and the lady are equally businesslike,
precise, and severely the reverse of ornate in the fore-

casts of their united future. Read with the intervening
reminiscence of David Copperfield, Thomas Anthony Trol-
lope's summary of his present, and estimate of his
prospective circumstances, ciu-iously remind one of the
language in which Wilkins Micawber described his obliga-
tions to " my friend " Traddles, as well as of the complete
arrangements he had made for discharging these claims
in full. The sum and substance of the Milton-TroUope
calculations is that at their marriage the husband—his
fellowship of course given up—would, from his Lincoln's
Inn practice and his patrimony, be able to count on
something like nine hundred a year. On the other side
the wife would bring a dowry of thirteen hundred pounds,
independently of any resources provided by her father.
As a fact, however, she was to receive a paternal
allowance of fitty pounds a year, as well as occasional
additions for clothes or other specific purposes.

On the strength of these figures there seemed nothing
rash in encountering the risk of an early union. Accord-
ingly, on the twenty-third of the proverbially unlucky month
of May 1809, the marriage was celebrated at the bride's
home, Heckfield. Then came the settlement at 16 Keppel
Street; there they remained almost uninterruptedly until
their migration to Harrow. There too were born their first


