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imj)ulse in evorv luunan hrt.'ast, nwA ihc division cif i he diocese of Torontcs

hoMs out teniptatioiis to gniUty this itiipiil;^! at (lio exjiense of unity,

which it will roijuim foresight, prudence and eneij^'v successfully to

resist.

VVitIi men who look upon history as an old almanac, and who think

that they can devise a bet^m" systeni than that wiiich the experience of

npes has hallowed, it is useless to ar^ue. But I speak to tncn who are

imbued with the spirit of our Reformers, and with the spirit of our

praycr-bnok ; wdio vvhila they are ever anxious to cirrect abuses and to

reform what has become currupt, yet ever desire lo look fur the old land

marks and to restore rather than to destroy.

The Church is like a tree; in one sense, one and undivided; in another

fiense it extends into numerous ramifications and comprises many brandies.

But these ramiticalion.s are successive. The trunk separates into boughs,

the bouahs divide into smaller branches; the branches spread into num-

berless twigs and s]Mays. And so it lias ever lieen the theory of tho
"

Church, that her subdivisions proceed in regular i-rder; the Church

Catholic is divided into nt.tional or pro\ineial einrclie<; tho provincial

churches into dioceses; tli > dioceses into parishes. 'Jo disregard any one

of these subdivisions would bo to subvert tho order of nature, and t(

destroy the fundamental constitution of tho Church of Christ. 'J"ha

Church Catholic acts in her general coiincils; tho national churches in

their provincial synods (general conventions), tho dioceses in tlieir dio-

cesan synods, and tho pari-Iies in (heir parochial ns.-emblics. All these

are neces-jarv to the healt'iy and vigorous action of the Church, Tho

iu'st, general councils, are now, alas! impossible, and it is diflicult fully

to estimate the loss which tho Church sustains by tho want tln-reof. To

the others in various branches of the Church there are inqiedimeuLs and

hindrances; but these hindrances must bo a souu'o of regret to every

intelligent churchman, and we ough; all to si.'ck llieir removal when poa-

sibic, and maintain to tli>* utmost of ( iir i.biliiy unity (>f action and of

interests. In Canada esjocially it ought to bo our great aim to pro-

}mro ourselves for tl
'"

' 'ion of all tho Dioceses ot IJiiiisli North

Anurica into one J . hur.-h, and so to shape our course lu our


