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nn entire liberty of commerce ; for other^vise they would be charged
doubly, than which nothing can be deemed more tyrannical.

' It is not argued, however, that the American colonies ought not
to be subject to certain external duties, which the parliament has
nutiiority to establish in their ports, or to some other restrictions,

wliich have been laid upon their commerce by the act of navigation,

or other regulations.

' They arc in the same case as all other colonies, belonging to the
rest of the maritime powers in Europe ; from their first establish-

ment, all commerce with foreign nations has been prohibited them.
* What is spoken of are internal taxes, to be levied on the body of

tlie people ; and it is contended, that before they can b*j liabie to

Huch taxes, they must first be represented.

< Even admitting, what is denied, that the British parliament has
the right to make laws for the colonies, still more to tax them with-
out their concurrence, there lie many objections against all the duties
lately imposed on the colonies, and more still, and weightier, against
tiiat of the stamps lately projected by the ministers, and now pro-
posed for the sanction of parliament. For, whereas these stamp
duties were laid gradually on the people of Great Britain, they are
now to be saddled, all at once, with all their increased weight, on
those of the colonies ; and if these same duties were thought so
grievous in England, on account of tiie great variety of occasions
m which they were payable, and the great number of heavy penal-
ties, which the best meaning persons might incur, they must be to
the last degree oppressive in the colonies, where the people, in
general, cannot be supposed so conversant in matters of this kind,
and numbers do not even understand the language of these intri-

cate laws, so foreign to their ordinary pursuits of agriculture and
commerce.*

'It should be added, that these laws, which savor too much of
their native soil, and bear too distinctly the character of that subtilty
for which the English financial system is distinguished, must be
viev/ed by foreigners as insidious snares, and tend to discourage
them from emigrating, with their families, to the American shores.
Need any one be told how prejudicial this would prove to their
growing population, and, by rebound, to the interests of England
iierself?

' Finally, as the money produced by these duties, according to the
terms of the bill proposed, is required to be paid into the English
treasury, the colonies, ab-eady impoverished by commercial prohjbl-

• See Note IJL


