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develope the gemeral lyftem .of policy towards

other fiationt, which ihe appears to be purfuing*

This part of the fubjed J apprehend will be found

deferving of particular attention ; for V/ithout tak-

ing into view her general plan of foreign policy, it

Vfiil be extremely difficult to difcevn the principles

whereby her condu^ towards ourfelves is dire^ed.

And permit me, fellow citizens, to introduce

my remark^ on this fubje^, by a declaration to

the truth whereof moft of you can bear witnefs.

Permit me to declare, that while France appeared

to be engaged in a ftruggle for liberty and national

independence, no heart \}ezt higher than mine "With

aSPe^ion for hercaufe. I joined with enthufiafm in

the general exultation of my country for her vido-

ries, mourned for her difaders, ai^d wiihed to draiw

a ' eil over her crimes, her follies, and her excefles.

'£. . '^r crimes appeared pnly as miftakes in my
eyes, andber mod enormpps atrocities as natural,

!Qnd perhaps neceflary confequences of the violent

external and internal ftruggles wherein (he was en-

gaged ; I called them the crimes of the revolution,

not of France, and I pardoned them. Where I

could not pardon, I excufed them, I palliated- , I

confidered her as fighting in the caufe of freedom

'Und humanity, and an end fo excellent afforded

much confolation for the means which (he often

.employed.

This end we have now feen her moft fully attain*

.
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