
IT NEVER CAN HAPPEN AGAIN IS

do you know that i You think you would now. but yon
wouldn t when it came to the »cratch. Thia man do««n't
want to kill himself."

" Because of the Uttle girl. He'd kill himself fast enouah
if he had nothing to live for."
"My dear Scipio, that is sheer pelitio prindpii. A man's

havmg no wish at all to Uve takes his wish to die for granted
Unless he has an unnatural taste for mero equilibrium for
ite own sake. But the real point is that if you were this
chap yon would have exactly the same inducemente to
live that he has—the little girl, for instance."
"Be calm, WilUam I Allow me to point out that yon

are l^ggmg the question yourself. The hypothetical form— If you were this chap '—if interpreted to imply an ex-
change of Identity in all particulars, takes for granted that
what this chap does now I should do then. Qearly I
shouldn t kill myseU, or shouldn't have done so up to date,
as he hasn t. But the meaning of my remark is obvious
to any nund not warped and distorted by casuistry. I
refer more particularly to your own. Its meaning is that
If I had two scabs instead of eyes, and was reduced to
flattering the vanity of my fellow-countrymen in order to
stimulate their UberaUty, I should by preference select
Ji-uthanasia. And he hghted his cigar, which had been
waiting.

^
"I wish that little girl was here now, to call you a

cure again, Scipio. She did you a lot of good."

Jim Conpland heard as far as " I should klU myself
straight off, .nich he certainly was not meant to do bv
the speakers. But neither of them were or their guard
against the quickened hearing of the blmd, and neither of
them heard that Jim answered, though each had an im-
pression the blind man was talking to himself. As for Jim
hta impression was that his words reached. But then he
had no means of knowing how far off the young men were
and that, as against the shrewdness of his own h-'arine'
they were little better than deaf at that distanc< That
he said was

:

" I was minded to, young Master, at the first go off. But
the wish was on me strong for the voice of my wife, and the


