
INTRODUCTION.

IN the earlv periods of Navigation, it does not feera

that the extenfion of Commerce was altogether the

a;m of the enterprizlng Adventurer ; and though gene-

rallv patronized by the reigning Powers, where thelede-

fcns originated, yet, a thirft after glory, and a boundlcis

ambition of adding to the ilrengtli and extent of terr,-

torv, on one hand, or a rapacious defire of accumulating

wealth, or, perhaps the fame of making dilcovenes, on

the other, appear to have been the only objcfts m view.

TlK-re cannot be a greater proof of the truth of this

nofuion, than the uniform behaviour of the Spaniards, in

llic wliole courlc of their almoll unbounded acquihtions

of difcoverv, con(,ueh, and wealth. The fl.ocking barba-

tliies praaifed bv them when they conquered what was

then called the AV:;. tl'orU, call fuch an indelible ihnnou

that period of their annals, as lUnc can never obliterate.


