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warden wIioho I'oniptfnxation is::«l,20() a

year, and is paid l)y tin- state. It per-

mits the appointment of not more than

three depnty wardens in eaeli eonnty by

the chief warden, and tiieir coniijensa-

tion is fixed l)y the IJoard of iSupervisors.

Tile result has l)een tiiat we have al).so-

hitely no enforcement of the law, he-

cause the supervisors will fix no com-
pensation, and therefore the wardens
are simply H<j;ure heads. What the

state should do, in my opinion, is to

pass a law which should make these

wardens paid by the state—should pay

their expenses by a warrant drawn on

the State Treasurer, and countersi<i;ned

by the Game \Varden-in-(!hief. I may
have s(jmethin<5' further to say upon it,

but it seisms to n)e this evil may be

remedied in tliat way.

The subject is now o))en for your dis-

cu.ssion. In the first place I think this

subjectought to be anticii)ate<ll)y the dis-

cussion of the ([uestion, should we a^^ree

upon ii uniform warden law? I will take

the liberty of calliufr upon one or two
jrentlemen whom I know are familiar

with the enforcement of the laws in their

localities. I will ask Mr. Wilmot to

give us the workings of the warden law,

so far as he is informed in his jurisdic-

tion, and to talk upon the matter before

us as in his judgment he should.

Mr. Wilraot: .Mr. Chairman and (ien-

tlemen— 1 feel a good deal of deference

in appearing befoi% you. In the first

place, we do not'come here to represent

the Province of Ontario or any of the

l)rovinces of Canada. We come here on

behalf of the Dominion Government, to

listen to what may he said, with a view,

if })ossible, to learn something and to

give as much information as we can, but

over this (piestion of wardenship we
have no jurisdiction whatever. The
Dominion of Canada has had laws con-

trolling these matters since the federa-

tion, but at present there is a disi)ute

arising between the local governments
of the i>rovinces and the <lominion on

that ((uestion. In the meantime, the

Ft'deral (tovernment is making what are

termed the fisheries laws. Thev have

for several years aopointed what are

terim-dtlu' fisheries officers. The Domin-
ion (jovernment has nothing whatever
to do with the game laws. They are

wholly under the jurisdiction of \\w f^f
ii(*+m4*t^. The local governments of

Cana<la have control of the game laws.

Therefore, the proceedings we are enter-

ing ujjon are quite beyoml my jurisdic-

tion to give you any light U|)on. If the

ipiestion comes up with regard to the

ai)i)ointment of the fisheries oHicers I

will be glail to gi\e you what informa-

tion I can. P>ut it is beyond my power
to give you any knowdedge upcni this

subjt'ct of game wardens, bi-cause we
have nothing to do with it. If we hav(!

any representative here from Ontario,

perhajjs he can do so In the mean
time, 1 must decline to discuss that sub-

ject.

I might also state, while I am on my
feet, that I notice the meeting has been

called the International Fisheries Con-

ference. At first I was under the im-

pression that it wasn't my sphere to be

here at all, because ^t is not our j)rov-

incetodeal with international questions.

International (piestions can be dealt

with only by the federal officers of the

Cnited Slates on the one hand, and

(treat Britain on the other. This could

hardly be (tailed an international meet-

ing. With all due deference to the In-

ti'rnational Fisheries Conference, I

think it more appropriate to i-'all it an
Inter-state State Fisheries Commission,

in which the states proper would have

an opportunity of expressing them-

selves, but international action, I think,

is beyond the jurisdiction. of any of us.

We in Canada have to leave all tho.se

questions to a higher power—Great Brit-

ain. The Province of Ontario had given

information to you previously that they

were desirous of havinga meeting of this

description, The Province of Ontario

never communicated that wish tothe Do-

minion (Government. We never had any
knowledge of it. Conse(iuently the Do-

minion Government had no (communica-

tion, and reteivi'd no invitation from

the previous meetings you held, which
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