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for nearly a year before the Colonists were practi-

cally brought within its scope and operations.

Again, when the civil war broke out, one-half

the seaboard of the United States was blockaded,

and all the advantages of the Reciprocity Treaty,

so far as the consumption of the ten millions of

people in the Southern States was a benefit to the

Provinces, were withdrawn. Assuming that the

treaty runs over ten years, it will be seen that for

the whole of that period the people of this country

have enjoyed all the benefits for which they

stipuHted, while the British Americans, for one

yeai of the ten, have derived no benefit at all,

and for four entire years have lost the consumption

of one third of the people with whom, by the

treaty, they were entitled to trade. Recognizing

the political necessities of the period, British

subjects have made no complaints of this exclu-

sion, but it ought to be borne in mind, now that

the whole subject is about to be revised.

Let us now look at the working of the treaty,

and estimate, if we can, in a judicial spirit, its Mi
and legitimate fi*uits. We must confess that, as a

measure of peace abd national fraternity, it has been

most successful It has extended to the Gulf of

St Lawrence and to the North Atlantic, the free-

dom and security enjoyed by the Great Lakes,

under a kindred a'rr&ngement. There have been no

more intrusions, warnings, captures—no rival squad-


