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<l('ciarc(l by a friend who knew tliom well to liavc a •• liuii^uaire'confulon-

tial antl a lanijuagf (iiViciaP' ?— [,SVe GeneVs lcl/erst~\—Is it un:?tMn.Mous

to suspect nun who have been educated irt the intrignins; politics of

Frince, to be capable of making foruial dispatches to «atisfv the publick,

and of (hwarling those di-spatches hy their confulentidl coniinunications ?

If, for exaniph', it should be necessary to satisfy the British cabinet,

and prevent an open rupture, that our administration should preserve, tlu;

appearance of resistance to the nn just and abominable measures of FranctJ,

is it not quite conceivable, that with the approbation of Mons. Cham-
pagny, an ofl'icial note may be delivered by our minister, making a formal

remonstrance to the decrees of France, in order to give fresh force to our

complaints against Great-firitain ? It may be supposed, and our cabinet

would have it believed, that France would not consent to such a system,

inasmnch as she wished to involve ns in an open war with England ; but I

am persuaded it will app ar that France is fully satisfied with the existing

state of things ; that it gives her all the benefits she could liope to derive

from our avowed alliance, without obliging her to any pecuniary sacrifi-

ces (o maintain our cause.

I'esides, this half way state befween absolute alliance and depiMidence,

and perfect independence, gives her the most favourable opportuni<y to

draw very consideraI)lr revenue from us in (he form of captures and
seizures, which would be vastly more diifuull in a state of avowed co;i-

necfion and amity.

This proposition I will veiit'.irc o state without the dread of contra-

diction, that it will app -ar by a close and candid examination of these

dispatches, (although they arc arU'iiilv selected to intpose uron the p<'o.

pie) that (lie government of the Uniied States have a jjerfect prix-iitc iin-

tterstandin^ with France, and are deferniined to resist all the lionoura-

bleand amicable proposals of (Jreat Britain.

'J'he first document published by our government, is a letter from Mr.
Madison to Mr. Armstrong, dated May "J^d. 1807 :—and (he lirst in-

CMiiry which occurs to us upon it, is, why (his letter was no* inclnil "! in

the commniiications of the president in the winter of ISO:^. v. lien it was

lirelendcd that he communicated to ronyress all the ( nrrcsponien;',' of

any importance between us and foreign courts, and if he had not "-o de-

clared, it was his duty to have maile ])nblick such iiui)ortant pip.-rs, in

which no matter requiring secrecy existed.

2dly. It appears that our administration chose to conside*' t'le Bcr'in

decree as vague and nncortain as to its intentions, or as Mr. Ma.lison in

tlie cabinetjiirsron calls it, " inarticulate'''' and that thev chose to presMnie,

and did allect to presume, it was not intended to operate against ns,

though it is well known to every merchant's clerk, that we were the cn-

ly neutral nation at that time, and the onlv one of course' tipon whon
the decree could operate. Overlooking this notorious fact, as well nu-

derslood by the goveniiuent as In evrr\ bodv else. thecabii\:t go still
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