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prossiiiL,' tin- ivfcvt'tirii of tlie wliolo iiiattor to an ni'liitratii)ii. We hnvc ln'in nilliii;,' to siiliiiiit, ci;!;,'!

the iilistnict title of the two parties, or the ei|uilalile division of the territory, lo the jiulmiieiit of any

Tiihniial wiiii'h eoiilil Justly iiis|iiie riniliileiH'e, ami wliieli liii;,'li; jirove iiL;ieialile In the I'niteil States.

All this, however, has heeii perenijitorily refiiseil ; the proi;i'ess of the iiei;i;lialiiin has lieeii eiiliielv

arrested, and, in fai'l, il, now leiiiiiins \\illiiiiil any ailniii!eil or iiilel!ip;ilile hasis whatever.

"The I'liili'd Slates ha\e rerenlly i'\]ii'essed their ili'i rniinalinii In ,iut an end to the Coineiition

which, forihe last, thirty year-<, has rei;iilalril ihe iiiode of oi'eii|'iliiin "f Oie.u'on li\' the snhjeels of jiotii

I'Uintries; liiil, as this ]iower was reserxeil In eaeh parly hy the leriiis of Ihe ('on\ eiilion, Ihe dei-ision

raniiol reasonalily he ipieslinneil. Xeiliirr is iheie anylhini,' i.eeessaiily iinfrimdly in the art itself;

hut, aslioth liarties would thus he replaeed in their former posiliuii, eaeh rrlaiiiiii;,' all its elainis iiiul

a.ssertiii.i;' all i's riijlits, wliieh earli woiild freely exerei.se, il is iili\ious thai, in ]ii'iiiiiirtioii as ihe eoiinlry

lieeanie sett! 'd, loeal dilVerenees wniilil arise whirli iiiusl speedily lead to ihe inosl serious i'iiiisei|iiei;('e3.

" In llii stale 111' alfairs il is matter of some anxielv and doulil what ste]), with a view to nn

ainiialile sell enieiil of ihe ipieslinii, may he must ei insistent with the dii,'nity and the iiiler-sl.; of (I real,

lirilain. .M'ler all the elVnits we have aiade, and ihe I'ourse we h;n e pinsiieil, w i nii'_;hl peihap.i iii.Mt

naturally pause, and leave to the I'liiled Slates Ihe olliee of reliewiii;,'a neL;i>l ialioi whirh hai! 1 eeii inter-

rupted niiili'i' sneh eiii'iiiiislanees, I'.ul Her Majesty's ilovernmenl won id feel llu'iiisei', es In he riiminal if

they iiermilled eonsiileralions of dipinmalir ]iiiiirlih'ii nr eliipielle In piv\rnl ihem frniii iiiaUiiiL,' evrvv

jirnper (ixerl ion to avert Ihe daiii;er of eidainities whieh they ai(i unuilliiiL; to eonlemplale, lnil Ihe

uia,i.''niiilile of whieh seareely admits of exau'^eralion.

"
1 thiidi that an o|ipnrUniily has nnw arisen when we may reasmialilv lav aside those formal

I'Oiisideratinns liy whieh, under ordinary eireiimstanees, we niii.;ht have 1 ii ]iieiluileil fmni iiiakini;

any fresh overture or ili'inonslialinii on this sulijeel.

"In I iim|ilyiii;,' w illi the r.Tnmmeuilalinu nf ihe I'lesideiU In tenuinate I lie Cnn vent inn under whieh

the Oi'e,L;nr Teriilory is at present oeeupied, ihe l.eLrisiature of the I'liited Stales have aei'niu]ianieil

their deeismn hy resoliitiniis nf ii iiaeilie and enueilialmy elianu'lri' , and have elearlv simiilied In the

l''.xeeiilive ( Inveinmenl llieir desiie ihal this step shnuld not lead In ihe iu|i|iiie of amieahle neu'ntialiniis

fnr Ihe seltlenient nl'the i|urstinii. 1 eaii seareely dniihl that the (Invernment of ihe I'niled Stales

will lie duly inllueneed hy the lii .-ire thus iineonivoeally ex]>i'essid hy Congress ; and il is in this liiip(!

and hei.ef that 1 iinu |irii.'ieil In instiii' i vnii to make annlhei', and, 1 triisl. liiial pinpnsilinn in lh(i

Anierii'iin Seerelary nfSlati'. fnr the .-nlu; i..ii ..f '!'.-";e liini,'-exisliiii,' ditlieulties.

"
1 avail nwself nf this oppoituii'iy Ihe more readily, heeaiise, allhniij;li Her Maji-^ly's t Inveinment

h.ive slrnliuly pressed a refereliee nl' ,lie whnlr sulijeel In arliilralin:i, tin", i re hy no means nsriisihle to

the ineniivenienee alleiiiiini; sm h a lunde nf prneeerii u, and would williimly iiMiid it if jinssihle.

N'othin,;,', indeed, hut the ajiprehi iisinii ihal an ainieahh- seltlemenl hy means nf diieel i.e^ntiatinn was

rntirelv hnpeless. wniild ha\e lid them sn ihi idedly In adnpt this eoiirse ; and they a'e slill of npininll

that, with sneh a prnspert of iailere liel'nre them, ii would he their duly In adheie as rarnestly as

ever to this reeomineiidalinu. Nor ran lliev lielieve that any Chrisliaii ( ln\ eriinn ,il eniild ultimately

perseven in reje. liie.,' a pmpnsal of this naliire, whatever iniuhl he their nlijrriinus in lis adnpiinn, and

ill the faee of ihe eivilized woihl ilililieialely reeur to the drealful alterualive i'\' war.

"
'.I'he liiunidarv having' lieeli lixi d liy the Cnineiitinn i'( ISl.'i, helweeii Ihe ]inssissir,ns of I Ireat

I'lilein ,iud llie rniled Slates, and the line t\( ihimareation haxiiiL: ineii eanied alum,' Ihe IVlli parallel

nf l.itilude fur a ilistanee nf SiMI nr I
.DUil miles throie^h an unfieiiueiiled and uiikunw n eniinliy. from

the l.ake of ihe Wnmls In ihr Knekv Mnunlains. il apjieaivd ;n the (Inverumeul nf the rniled Siairs

that il was a natural and reasunalile su,i,';,'esliiiii ihal this line shnuld !.' eniilinued alnii;; Ihe same

parallel Tnr ahniil half ihal dislanee, and throu,\di a eniintry as little knnwn nr freipieuled. fmni the

11" aV Mounlains in ihe sea. .\nd, iudied. willi refeienee In siieh a eniinlry, ihe exlensinn nf any line

nf hound, iry alieadv lixed nii,i,'ht eipially h.i\e heeli su^u'ested, w helher il had heeii i arried alnii;; the

l',Hh or any other p,i alhl of latitude.

" (til Ihe other hand, however, it may jiislly he ohserved that any division of terrilnry in whieh

holh parties imssess eipial rights iiiiL;hl In |ii'ni-e<Ml on a prineiple of niulual eniiveiiienee, r.ither tlinn

on the adherenee In an imaLlinary 5,'eni,'r;'.phii'al line; and in this respeel il must he eonfesseil that the

hoiindiirv thus prnpnsed wnuld he manifestly ilefeetive. It vvnuld exilude us from eery I'.imiundinus

and .iC'essihle harhoiir on the enasl ; it wniild dejirive us of mir loiuj-eslahlisiied means nf waler-

iDiiiinuniealioii with the interior for the prnseeulinri of our trade; and il would interfere with the

pnssos.Molia of Urilish eolonisls resident in a distriet in whieh il ks helieved that seari'i ly an .\iiieriean

eitizcti, i\s 11 settler, has ever S';t hi.s fool,
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