
/'v

phists are agreed. But professing Christians, especially the

clergy, shrink from making this comparison Like merchants

who fear to find themselves bankrupt, they seem to dread the

discovery of a discrepancy in their accounts which could not

be made good by placing material assets as a set-off to spiritual

liabilities. The comparison between the teachings of Jesus

and the doctrines of the churches has, however, frequently

been made—and often with great learning and critical acumen
—both by those who would abolish Christianity and those

who would reform it ; and the aggregate result of these com-

parisons, as your Grace must be well aware, goes to prove

that in almost every point the doctrines of the churches and

the practices of Christians are in direct opposition to the teachings

of Jesus.

We are accustomed to say to the Buddhist, the Mahomedan,
the Hindoo, or the Parsee : "The road to Theosophy lies, for

you, through your own religion." We say this because those

creeds possess a deeply philosophical and esoteric meaning,

explanatory of the allegories under which they are presented

to the people; but we cannot say the same thing to Christians.

The successors of the Apostles never recorded the secret doctrine

of Jesus—the "mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven"—which

it was given to them (his apostles) alone to know.* These

have been suppressed, made away with, destroyed. What
have come down upon the stream of time are the maxims, the

parables, the allegories and the fables which Jesus expressly

intended for the spiritually deaf and blind to be revealed later

to the world, and which modern Christianity either takes all

literally, or interprets according to the fancies of the Fathers

of the secular church. In both cases they are like cut flowers

:

they are severed from the plant on which they grew, and

from the root whence that plant drew its life. Were we, there-

fore, to encourage Christians, as we do the votaries of other

creeds, to study their own religion for themselves, the conse-

quence would be, not a knowledge of the meaning of its

mysteries, but either the revival of mediaeval superstition and

intolerance, accompanied by a formidable outbreak of mere

lip-prayer and preaching—such as resulted in the formation

of the 239 Protestant sects of England alone—or else a great

*—S. Mark iv:ll; Matthew xiii;; Luke viii:10.
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