
''.';

8 BOHEMIA IN LONDON

quire unconventional. But the bes^ dictionaries

define it as: " (i) A certain small country; (2)

The gypsy life; (3) Any disreputable life;

(4) The life of writers and painters"—in an

order of descent that is really quite pleasant.

And on consulting a classic work to find syn-

onyms for a Bohemian, I find the following:
" Peregrinator, wanJerer, rover, straggler,

rambler, bird of passage, gadabout, vagrant,

scatterling, landloper, waif and stray, wastrel,

loafer, tramp, vagabond, nomad, gypsy, emi-

grant, and peripatetic somnambulist." If we
think of the word in the atmosphere of all those

others, it is not so abominable after all, and I

cannot find a better.

I suppose Villon is the first remembered
Bohemian poet. He had an uncomfortable life

and an untidy death. Hunted from tavern to

tavern, from place to place, stealing a goose

there, killing a man here in a drunken brawl,

and swinging from a gibbet in the end, he is a

worthy example for the consideration of all

young people who wish to follow literature or

art without any money in their pockets. But
even his fate would not deter them. Indeed,

when I was setting out, I even wished to emu-
late him, and was so foolish as to write to an

older friend that I wanted to be such another

vagabond as Villon, aiir! "ork and live in my
own free wav. The conceit of it, the idiocv
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