
aD in a wdal isce to get ahead. In tibe lOfttiible ai are at

great effort or expense, and in the end there b a loss of eco-

nomic power similar to the loss by nations radng for military

supremacy. Undoubtedly the race stimulates the racers,

and nay do them tome good aa a mode ct eKereiiIng tiiafar

al^ties, and even lead to useful inventi<Hi8. The same

maybe said of war. But our present purpose is to point

out the cost, which is usually overlooked. If the true cost

oould be eqxeiied in figures, it ivould dovd)4]eia amaae

peofde who have never sto[^>ed to see the extent to which

luxury and luxurious rivabry is carried. Almoit all expendi-

ture is more or less colored by it.

We have called the eztrnvagaace idiidi is cnalad by^
desire of a man ia compete with his neighbor in vanity

social racing. Now when fashion enters into the matter,

as it almost always does, this race becomes more like a

dbia. Thefe an leaders and fofiowcis, and the ioioiini

try always to overtake the leaders. When they do so, the

leaders turn in their course in order to elude their pursuers.

The consequence b that fashions are constantly changing

at the hands of the leaden of fidiiQO. The leaden of

fashira are usually from among the richest people in the

conmumity, and whatever they consume, those beneath

them in the social or economic scale wish to consume also.

We may take, m an cnmple, the caae of maaet Aam,
which are constantly coming in and going out of fashi<m.

A few years ago a gentleman was surprised to find that

only the highest grades of russet shoes were carried on the

maAet When ht taktd the reason, he was told that russet

shoes had gone out of fashion only a year or two before;

that now they were coming in, and the only way by which

they could be got in was by putting the highest gI^kdes tm^ BMriMt firrt, baawae if the kwrest and cheapaat gwiii

were put on, then the leaders of fashion would not want

them, and if the leaders did not want them, then followers

would not want them either. Consequently the demand at


