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Tho Orijiiin of the rostival

III lltll, Hr. Clmrlts IliirriH. of Oilawa. orKimi/.cd n Miixical

l%-^li\;;l 'I'liiir nf llif i;rii|ini'. uHli liif faiiniiis Slii'llifM <'lii>il,

( iiiicliiiiiil liy hr Henry ('owanl. Thin HpU'iidiil Clioir isIIimI

our CilN (Ml .\la\ I'l ,111(1 I'l III' 111!' same yei',, ai'il uave I wii e\'-iiiiii;

ari(' one arieinoini coiicerls The hitler lo afloril our si hool

rhihireii an nii|iortiin'iiy ol' heariiiu llii' I'aiiioiis iiitiKers. Dr.

Harris was so much pleased with the spirit and enttuisi:iHm of

our iea<liers aiii!
i npils on Miat oi casioii tliat he decided to pre-

^ent a trophy ic our School Hoard for competition amoni; th(

schools This (I iisiimaled some time later in tlie form of a
handsome shield, with the stipulation that it he competed for

annually liy choirs of scho(d children who should lie tralnetj

wholly l.> the !• ilar prade leacher^i, and that the competition
must he in puh'ii- The a<l.iudicators to he appointed by the
Trnslt'cs of tin Sliic Id.

Till' H(lio(d Hoaiil pratefuily accepted tho >;ift on those

terms, anil commenced arraimenienls for the competition hnt
year, hut throui;!! the delay in the arrival of the necessary mimic,

were ((impelled to postlione it until this year.

In the meantime, thi" Vancouver .Musical Society, which lias

lieei or;.';ini/.e(l and (li'velop<^(l under the auspices (if tlie School

Hoard, had made such splendid iiro^ress, that it was thouKht
desiralile to amalgamate the forces and arrange a twoday
lestival, whi> h «e trust is hut the earnest of what is to follow in

years to corno.

That the competMive festival movement has done much for

music in the Hrilish Isles evi ry music lover knows. It is chipfly

thr.)U«h this instriimeiii.ility that choral music particularly has

heeii raised to such a hiu|-, standard of excellencf. One of the

mosi striking thing's in connection with competitions there is Me
freiiueiit hi^h eNc<>llenco of the results attaineil by school classes

and choirs. This occurs all over the country and springs up
sometimes in districts where the adult choral Binping; is In-

different. .All this (iocs to prove the natural capacity of children

is almost j'verywhere iiood, and simply awaits the fairy wand of

a nood teacher

It is hoped, therefore, that the movement just started here
will rec(>ive encouraj.'in;.; patronage from the public, so that it

nuiy he a stimulus lo musical activity in our City and its influence

be felt throughout the l'rovinc>

THE COMMITTKE.


