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WORRIES OF BUSINESS.

Harm is often done in the country
thirough wrong impressions getting
abroad in regard to prices of varjous
commodities, Sometimes it 8 a re-
port that higher prices are being paid
at a.neighboring town for some com-
modity which the farmers have to
sell. This is a fruitful cause of worry
to buyers of grain, butter, eggs, and
otlher commoditles. Reports  fre-
quently get into circulation that a
cent more is telmy paid for wheat at
one point, or half a,cent more for bLut-
ter, than the local dealer is offering.
Weo sometimes find farmers hauling
thieir grain through one town and on
to another, where it i3 reportol «n
kigher price is being paid, but vsually
it turns out that there Js a mistake
about the report somewhere. These
reports are very often founded on an
error, and arise In various ways, but
this does not prevent them from Leing
widely believed, consequently leading
to mueh dissatisfaction in the com-
munity. For instance, afarmer may
sell a load of grain in one town in his
distriet for a certain price, and a few
dnys later he may visit another town
and get acent or two more. Ho at
onco starts the report that the buy-
ers at such a place are paying' higher
prices than at the other town. It
may be that the graln hup savanced
in price in the meantirse, or tha differ-
enco may be accounted for by ona buy-
er having considered the grain alittle
better quality than the flrst buyer.
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Ir selling any article on sample, al-
lowance must be mngde for the diffor-
ont views taken of thie quality of the
goods, by diffcrent buyers, Half a
dozen buyers might each vary in thelr
judgment as to the value of the goods,
and no exact line can be drayvn,

Anotlier cause of trouble to merch-
ants are the reports which frequently
got into clrculation-to the vlfect that
bomo staple line of gopds I8 being told
at alower price at some other placo
than is asked by the loeal dealers. In
nine cases out of ten these reports are
either entirely wrong, or they are
founded ou.wisapprehension. Often
the report Is simply an error, and it
tracel up would be found tu Lave been
manufactured in some such way ag
that of the three black crows, which
wo have all heard about. Very often
tho goods would turn out ‘to be of dif-
ferent quality. Sometimes simply o
cut will have been made, but this
would not be sufficlent to establish @
regular quotation.

The local proviuncial papers sometimes
inadvertantly causes trouble to the
merchants of their town by publish-
figz reports of prices paid for produceo
or prices which goods are sold for, at
some other town. This week wo no-
ticed an item in a paper published
in a southwestern »Manitoba, town,
to the effect that barb wire wad heing
sold at another town for $2.85. The
elitor may not have intended to cause
any irouble tu the local deajers of the
place. but the probability s that the
item will do harm. The farmers will
se0 it and will want to know why
thelr merchants are charging more
Of course barb wire cannot be sold
at tho price named in southwestern
Manitoba, except at afuss, but it
will e hard to couvince the farmers
who see this item that they are not
being charged too mueh for their wire,
Lrcal papers counld often avoid caus-
ing worrles of this nature by investi-
gating before tliey publish reports of
this nature.

IS IT ALL CANADIAN,

Doubt has been cast, within the past
few days, upon the statement that the
Stikive 1s an all-Canatian route. The
mouth of the river Stikine {s in Unit-
ed States territory, but Canada en-
joys the treaty right to the navigation
of the river. This rizght, however, is
Hmitod by the cendition +hat it is
subject to United States rezulations,
Freight for the Stikine would have to
be transferred from ocean to river
steamers in United States territory,
and by imposing restrictive regula-
tions regarding such transfer of goods
the United States government could
greatly hamper the trade and large-
1y destroy the value of the route. In
factk rumors have already come from
Washington that restrictions will be
inaposed or the transler of goods at
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Wrangel, for the Stikine route, with
the object of worrylng further counces-
sions to the United States, from this
country. In British Columblia, where
ithe situation is beast understood, there
15 a strong movement in favor of
abandloning the Stikine river, and car-
rying the rallway to a. British Co-
lumbla oteas: port, whicn would neces-
sitate the construc.don of 175 to 200
miles of additional road, besides the
150 miles from Glenora. to Teslin lake,
or in all say 350 miles of road.

It may be well to walt a while
before concluding that the United
States wlll take any such actlon, As
matters now. stand, everything is in
favor of thio Lnitesl  States. Cuanas-
dians are debasrod from enterlug tlhe
United States for the purpose of min-
ing. All rights there are reserved for
tleir own citizens. On the other
hiand, United States citizens are ae-
corded every right in Canada which
our own people are entitled to, in re-
gard to mining clahws. It has been
stated that 80 per cent. of the out-
fitting trade for the [{londike has been
done at Seattle, 10 per cent ap othor
Paclfic coast points in  the Lnited
States. and 10 per cent at Canadian
Pacific coast vnoints. If this bo true,
it simply means that about ninety per
cont of those going to the Klondike

are {rom the United States. They
aro going there not for the pur-
pose of becoming  citizens, but

simply to secure all the gold they can
and return to their own country. The
admission of United States citizens to
our gold territory on the same foot-
ing as our own people. hile
Canadians are barred from any like
privileges in the United States, would
scem to ‘be a vastly more important
concession than anything the United
States is likely to be asked for in the
Jjine of 4ransportation facilitics
through Alaskan territory. The re-
quest made at Ottawa by delegates
from the United States, that the Can-
adian government should issue licenses
to prospectors at United States vorts,
certainly seems like o very cheeky pro-
posal.  We not only admit Unlted
States cltizens to all the rights ac-
corded our own people, but we are
asked to open office ~within United
States terrltory, for the accommoda-
tion of United States citizens ~who
wish to procure licenses to prospect
in Canada. The Commercial belleves
gtrongly in encouraging in every way
the most cordial relatlons between the
two countrics; but in this Klondike
matter it would certainly appear that
we are entitled to the most liberal
treatment from the United States on
account of the great concession to
that country ulready made, If any
attempt is made to hamper Canad-
Ian trade along tl2 Alaskan coast,
with the object of foreing further con-
cessions, the way to meet it would be
to shut out foreigners from our gold



