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plain if the rule were passed now, to take P nambers of their body.  Every one talks
effect immediately after the expiration of five | abwut it, No one tries to remely it No
years, New stilents enuld not then com- aspirant esperiences any difficalty in heing
plain that they had been unfairly treated. | articled  There may he some attorneys who
1 think, however, that the interests of the | exercise a discretion in entering into articles
vublie, ax well as these of the profession, with clerks, and have a choice in whom they
would be better served by fixing a shorter | will admit into their offices, anl permit o
limitation, and requiring every applieant | fit thasees for admission as attorpeys, €
for admiseion, alter a period of, say, two | ang such portion there be, the number is
years, to swear that since that time he hos few. As a general rule, an attorney will
uot received fee or reward.  As to those who ‘ enter into articles with any one who applies,
have already cemmenced their time, another | be he gentleman or velgarian, bLlack or
rule might also be adopted affecting them, | white, educated or ignorant, intelligent or
having a shorter period of limitation, after | stupid; the rector’s son or a stable buy, it
which it would become operative —one re- l makes no difference.  The result is that the
quiring a greater amount of legal knowledge ranks of the profession are constantly re-
for call or admission.  Such a rule might be | ceising not very desirable recruits. T am no
framed to take effect afrer six or nine | advoeate for exclusiveness or caste, aceording
months, thus giving intendirg applicants [ 0 merit its due wherever fouad, but the
ample notice tv prepare themselves for the i gradations of society are as necessary a
extra books, The fees on all of the exami- ¢ result of our existence as a race a< iy the
pations mizht also be incceased with profic alternation of day and nizht uf tha exisvtence
to the Society — suppose double what they :)‘f the C.:l{‘th as part.of t!.:e solar systems,
now are. It it probable that would pre- The position of barrister iz an honourabie
vent halt the present average from going | 0N This is not, 1"".‘""0'3 the proper placo
up. 1 am opposed to monopolies, or any | d.seass these questinns ;.l:ut I submit that
class system of rules or government; free- there should be other requisites for vall (and
dom of thought and action and competi- admis~ion also) than mere ability to pass the
tion is absclutely necessary for the develup- examinations and pay the fees.

ment of professional ability; but there are If lawyers were to adupt o uniform rule,
limits to evervthing human. G heyond | and receive no articled clerks without a fee,
these limits and that which beforc ‘wrought ; and then only such as may be a credit to the
gopd will now work evil, A small dise of | professiun, paying no saliries tw articled
arsenie will sometimes invigorate life, a | clerks, a great booun would thereby he ein-
Iarge dose destroy it.  There is no danger in | ferred upon both the pablic and the pro-
Canade of a lawyer’s talents becoming rusty | fession.  What salaries they do pay, let them
for want of opposition. Coutrast the diffi- | pay t> cletks not under articles. ‘True,
colties aitendant uwpon the acquiring the | higher salavies would have to be paid, sala-
profession in England with our own Pro- | ries equal to what are paid to clerks in stores
vinge. Thie simile is bad, for in trath there | and counting rooms; but mare time and
are no attendant difficalties here. Witness | work ¢ uld be demanded fim such ¢lerks—
the illustrious names which in every genera- | as much as is demanded from levks in stores
tion the bur has given to BEngland’> glory. | anid counting rooms. One such ek would
Tie way they have to travel is no smooth, | do the work of two under the present system,
easy one like ours. The more difficalt a | auwl the lawyers, individually, would be the
thing is of attaining, the more it is prized | gainers by such a change in the system.
when attained, the more valuable it is. | But Ifewr thisis too much to espeet.  Law-
There is anather ausiliary, one in the hands | yers get their work dune by three or four
of the lawyers themselves, but it has passed | clerks who dv not feel themselves under
into a proverh, that he who is his own | any ubligation to dv more than six or seven
lawyer bas a fuol for a client. It is truly | Lours’ work a day, and the general impres-
surprising the amount of indifferenee the | stun i thas the the present system is more
profession as a body show by their supine- | ee momical, I do not think it is.  Viewing
ness to this state of facts, when s» mmueh is it either as a present or future gain or loss,

said by them about the rapid increase in ! there cannot be a doubt but that it will be a




