
TUE CANADIÂN MAGAZIN

loquy betweau Lawson and Steven
whiehi leads to the latter's departure;
and the. openi quarrel between Ileqter
and lier liusband, which ecompletely
diseoiucerts the faxuily until Editli
issue-, orders and controls the situ-
ation. The style is soxnetimes sIoven-
ly, as lu the frequent use of the super-
fltious ludefinit. article after «kind
of", and iu the violation of the num-
ber of "noue", but in general the.
writing la hriskly, if rather too con-
sciously, 'workmanlike. The elosing
of the story upon the note of 'War,
while balancing witli the social audpolitical values suggested in the case
of Edith's niarriage, is net partieu-
larly effective, but impresses the re-
viewer as a rather deviceful effort to,bring the story «up-to-date"-.

SISTERS
BY K jATHEE NORmS. Toronto: S.

Bi. Gundy.
"S 1STERS" is a very phys;ieal book.'

'~Its enisis turns upon bodily shck
and the distress of seeing human blood
and a womanly figure crumpled at thebottoin e! a ravine "with every boue
brokan>. -A man on a rug lu the dust
with a ruiued back and a «fraetured
leg aud arin, and xueaning, is Kath-
lee n Norris's picture of tragedy. lu alimited sense this ia legitiniate. Do-
niestie ifelicity sometimes ends iu
gunl-fire ' r a throwin buteher kuife or,
as in the case of thia book, lu aehieved
suicide and attempted sud nearly
aehieved murder. But analysis needs
te tumu the event to something that
may be ealled spiritual aceounit belore
literature~ ia produced.

A aickly sugariness with whicli
Kathleen Norris envelopes ths bitter
blood sud broken boues makes bier of-
fering speeially uuhappy. Her liter-
ary pili (if there are sucli thinga,
even iu a reviewer's imagination), is
highly eolcured and fairly palatable.
One supposes that youug ladies of the
grill-room type sud certain meni miglit
eveu swallow it. But it la only lu the
very slîglitest degree a tonie. It is
really-penliaps Miss Norris inteuded i

this, h'aviug grown more würldly-wise
than artistie---ouly sugary and, if toc
long indulged, sickeuing. What bit-
ter content it lias la neither a good
purgative uer a good retorative. it
misses therefore the possible justiflea.
tion it once or twiee cornes iii sîglt cf.
A batter of blood sud boues covered
tliick wlth celoured sugar deserve
only repuiation if, wheu offered. sud
taken, it does an insiguifleaut mînl-

mn cf good, and ouly doubtfully
that.

Certain of the out-and-out Éëallsts
do aeeomplish gcod. But they are
generally bluntly bitter from. the be-
ginuiug. And the. OnlY way lu which
they attempt te justify tlieMSelves la
as necessary tonies, liard to take, liard
to, absorb, but eleansing and restor-
mg.9 We take such with serioisue-s.
They may Indeed sometimes inveigle
the palate for a moment but they
neyer deceive the deliberate brain.

Kathleen Norris's story is about two
qi4ters who lived lu the hlis aud red-
wood country of Galifornia. Peter,
the wealthy bachelor iu the cabin upthe hill, marries A-lix, thougli lie
thinka lie loves Cherry. Cherry mar-
ries Martin and fluds hlm uneongenial
and posbly untrue. Visiting- Ali,,
aud Peter, she, sud Peter decide te
"forsake aud, give up everythiug", (we
suppose Alix sud, Martin iueluded)
sud elope. They thiuk that Alix
dbesn't know sud apparently imagine
-at least se the story sema to imply
-that she will not know after they
are gene. It seems that to the con-.
spirators, flot their selfkin ldulgence
but Alix's knowledge of it would b.
the crime. Alix, hcwever, does kuow
sud drive-, the car wîth lierself aud
Martin in it over thie cliff, leaving a
note toasay it is the best way eut. But
Martin unfortunately (?) doesu't que-
cumb, thougli lie is to b. su invali
fer life, sud Cherry, developed sud-
denly froni a youug chit to a vey
very sericus womau, decides she'll b.
his mate and came for hlm. Peter
fluds Aix's note sud this bothers hlm.-
He-goes off witli lier dog into the hills


