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^hfti it was made, the affignats began to fall more
rapidly than ever. And befides, this immenfe fecu-

rity, even if it exifted, could not cover fuch ex-

pences as thofe of the laft two months, for more
than a (ingle year.

Having traced the hidory of aflTignats through the

three firft parts of it— itt. Their credit derived from
public contidence— 2diy, Their reign by the influ-

ence of the Maximum and of terror—and 3diy, Their

difcredit after tht repeal of the Maximum—it is now
time to advert to the fcurth Aft of this Drama,
beyond a doubt the moil importanr, bccaul'e it leads

us to the catadrophe.

I have already faid that Robefpierre not having

been able to fupport himfelf but by the utmott re-

celTes of the moll flagrant injufliice, hii fucceflbrs had
in fadt no way of fecuring thenifclves but by abfo-

lutely oppofite meafures : of any fuch meafures the

fafeft for them was an union with the Federalifts,

whofe faftion, though it had been crufhed and dif-

perfcd by Robefpierre, was ftill both numerous and
powerful. Asa mcafure of party nothing could be
more prudenc than this union j but it mull be al-

lowed too that nothing could be more dellru6tive ro

the aflignats : for it was clearly impoflible for the

then prevailing members of the Convention to pro-

Cure the fupport of the Federalift:s, without reftoring

the vaft poflTcfljons they had been deprived of.

The decree for this rcftitution did not pafs with-

out violent debates for leveral days. Duhem ex-

claimed, that ibis firft reftitution would ojfajjinate the

countryy and ht a decree of counter-revolution *\ ochers

announced that, in confequence of it, the afllgnats

would lofe the little value they ftill retained ; and
that ta refiore the whole of their property to the fa-
milies which had been plundered, would be to reduce the
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