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rocipronited. If there is much to admire in the rcrinomuntH of

antagonists in war, who adorn battle and carnagu with chival-

rous oltrtorvances of good-breeding, tlio savage fury with which

warriors uru sometimes inflamed, sharpens vigilance, itirr^nNes

energy, and doubles force. Americans and English tpiurrcl

like brothers or lovers, with extreme bitternoHs ; but their re-

conciliations, individual and national, are therefore the more

cordial, and, it should be hoped, lasting.

When ho found the Atlantic coast of South America unfruit-

ftil of prizes and adventures, Porter resolved to seek them be-

yond Capo Horn in the Pacific, and in spite of storms, dangers,

and privations of all sorts, hoist his flag among the whalers. It

was an adventure full of peril, which none but a fearless seaman

could andertako with any chance of success. All the South

American states were in the interest of Britain. There was

not a port where ho could be safe from the mighty foe he braved.

Yet ho broke up the British whalu trade entirely, so that whaling

has been gradually becoming ever since almost an exclusive

American pursuit, until lately the conquest of California, with

its marvellous inducements, ensures the whole Pacific sea, and

eventually all its Asiatic borders, China, India, and Japan, to

American commercial enterprise. For near twelve months

after Porter sailed on that expedition, he was hardly heard of

at home, and then it was only through Jamaica, England, or

some other English place, that his countrymen learned the enor-

mous havoc he was making on the enemy's Pacific trade. Ue
constituted a fleet of nine vessels out of the British whalers

he captured ; manned, victualled, armed, refitted, and in every

way equipped his frigate and her consorts
;
paid for all he had

to buy out of more than half a hundred thousand dollars in coin

which he took in one of hia prizes, and was for many months

the terror of our enemies, and protector of American interests

in those seas. Numerous ships of war wore despatched from

many quarters, to arrest and subdue him ; which would pro-

bably never have happened, had he not, sated with merely
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