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"Wlifii ojr laic pciition to the throne produced no oihtf
ffffed than fnib uijiiii s, ind v.itisof \oui ligillatur. . calcu-
lated tojullilv eveij Icvcnty ; when V(nji fleets, and your ar-
mies, wereprepaied lo u lell iVoin us our property, to rob u»
of our liberties or our livis; when ihc hoflile attempts ot
General Gage tviiued Ins dcfigits, wc Icviid armies lor our
fecuiity and drfener; when the powers veiled in the gover-
nor ot Canada, gave ns realiii lo apprehend daiigei from
that cjuartei ; and we had frequent intimations, that a cruel,
and favagc cnemv, was to be lei lofe upon the defircelefs
inhabitants of our trontieis ; wc took luch mcafures as pru-
dence diCfaied, as iieccfruy willjullify. We polfeired our-
fclvcs of Crown Point and f leoiideroga. Yet give us leave,
moll folemnly to ilfure you. that we have not yet loft fight
ol the objett wc have ever had in view ; a reconciliation
with you on conllitetional principles ; and a reiloration of
that (riendly inteicouric, which, to the advantage of both,
we till lately maintained.
The inhabitants of this country apply themfclvcs chiefly to

agriculture and commerce. As their falhions and minnert
arc Innilar to yours, your markets miift afford ihcm the
conveniences and luxuries lor which they exchange the pr».
duce of their labours. The wealth of this extended continent
centers with you

; and our trade is lo icgulated as to be
fubfcrvient, only to your inteieft. You arc loo reafonable t*
expea that by taxes (in addition to this) we fhould contribute
to your expencc, to believe after diverting the fountain that
the Itreams can flow with unabated force.

It has been faid that wc refufe to fubmit to the reftrifliona
on our commerce. From whence is this inference drawn ?
Not from our words, we having repeatedly declared the con-
trary, and we again profels our fjbmiflion to the feveral afts
ot tiade and navigation palfed before the year 1763, truftinr
iieveithelefs in the equity and jnlliec of Parliament, that fuch
of them aj upon cool and impartial condderation, (hall ap.
pear to have impofcd unnccelTary or grievous reflri£lion»|
will, at (omc happier period, be repealed or altered. And
we chcerluUy conlent to the operation of fuch nth of the Bri-
tirti r'arliamcnt, as fliall be rellraiiied to the regulation of ouJ-
external commerce foi the purpole of fecuring the commer-
cial advantages ot the w hole empire to the mother coontry,
and the commercial benefits of its lefpettive members, <!xelu-
(Itng every idea ol taxation internal or external, for raiSng a
iiveiiue on ihe fubjcflj ui America, without lltcii- confent.
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