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50 ON THE IMPROVEMENT IN

It came out i^s follows :

Died of disease

Killed in battle

Died of wounds

- 3200
- 640

- 500

Total 4340

It is a very general and true remark, that in

war more perish by disease than by the sword

:

in the present case the proportion is about three

to one. We find the same remark made by an-

cient historians. Arrian, in his Narrative of the

Expedition of Alexander the Great into India,

makes the following remark : *0t Se ^v^nrov»vrkc n m
icai ^vyKiv^vvivovTiQ, avroi re Kai ri Ma/c£§ovi*cii) gpariu,

rovQ fxtv Ev Toii: /tia^atc OTToXwXE/caatv, ot Se ek twv rpav

fiarwv airo^'^ot yivnfiivoi, ot trXiiSQ Se votry aTToXwXatrcv,

Arrian, Hist. Alexand. Expedit. 1. v. c. 26. *

Those who were lost at sea in ships of war in

the hurricane of 1780, and in the great Atlantic

storms in 1780 and 1782, in the former the Thun-

derer and two frigates, and in the latter the Ville

de Paris, Glorieux, and Hector, captured ships

of the line, besides the Ramillies and Centaur,

each of 74 guns, were lost, are not included in tliis

* The only exception to that I ever knew or read of, is what

occurred in Egypt. Sir John Moore, who commanded one of the

brigades, in answer to some inquiries of mine regarding the

climate of that country, informed me under his own hand, that

the number of killed, though not greater than what was usual

in other campaigns, was greater than that by sickness, includ-

ing even the plague^ of which some of the soldiers died.


