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which creates vigor and energy in the execution

i)f the orders of a commander in chief.
^

il In writing to you. Gentlemen, I confider my-

Telf addreding you as a body, not individually,

1 do not exped: individuals, who have immediate

expectancies, to fly in the face of authority, and

forfeit thofe rewards, which are indeed diftributed

M^ith fo partial and fparing an .hand; but thefe

are few, compared with the whole ; yet I trufl

that, promotion will not deftroy thofe fine feel-

iiigs, thofe generous principles, thofe liberal ideas,

which do more honour to the officer, than the

lace with which he is adorned.

Though fubordination and refpedb to rank is

the fpirit of military life, in adual fervice, yet, at

other times, it fhould fubfide into urbanity and

poiitenefs; the pride of the fuperior fhould be

fiyik in the manners of the gentleman ; and a

friendly attention in private life, fuperfede the

diftant demeanour on public duty. I am forry

that truth obliges me to add, I have, in my inter-

courfe with iiaval men of various ranks, too often

perceived the fuperior (to ufc a common fca

phrafc) " top the officer
y" and the inferior difplay

that kind of inferiority not due firom one gentlc-

man to another. The condud: of the former has

fccmed to demand this kind of diftant refped, as

j£, dtmngthe ffleffmity of his oath,' he h^d fwal-

iowed an oblivious potation, and loft the remem-

brance
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