
24 NARRATIVE OF A REFUGEE SLAVE.

He said he kne^v that was a lie; and he immediately
sent olf for Joseph to confirm his suspicions. He or-

dered me to strip otY my clothes, and, as I did so, he
took down the cow-hide, heavy and stiff with blood

wliiclx he had before drawn from my body with that

cruel weapon, and which was congealed upon it.

Dumbiven professed to be a Christian, and he now
came forward, and earnestly interceded for me, but to

no purpose, and then he left. McCauslin asked my
master, if he did not know, that a slave was worth
more money after he became pious than he was before.

And why then, he said, should you forbid Tom going
to meetings and praying? He replied, that religion

was all a damned mockery, and he was not going to

have any of his slaves praying and whining round
about their souls. McCauslin then left. Joseph came
and told the same story about the night before that I

had done; and then he began to beg master not to

whip me. He cursed him and drove him off. He
then whipped me with great severity, inflicting terrible

pain at every blow upon my quivering body, which
was still very tender from recent lacerations. My
suffering was so great, that it seemed to me I should

die. Pie paused at length, and asked me would I

mind him and stop praying. I told him I could not

promise him not to pray any more, for I felt that I

must and should pray as long as I lived. "Well, then,

Tom," he said, "I swear that I will whip you to

death." I told him I could not help myself, if he was
determined to kill me, but that / 7nust pray ivhile I
lived. He then began to whip me the second time,

but soon stopped, threw down the bloody cow-hide,

and told me to go wash myself in the river, just back
of the store, and then dress myself, and if I was deter-

mined to be a fool, why, I must be one. My mistress,

now interceded earnestly for me with my cruel master.

The next Sabbath was love feast, and I felt very
anxious to join in that feast. This I could not do
without a paper from my master, and so I asked mis-

tress to help me. She advised me to be patient, and
said she would help me all she could. Master refused


