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but the .souii<lin;i,s not less thini roily I'atlionis, tlie vesstvi

has crossed the IJank to the north of tlio hme; but if she

(ind lierself in less than thirty fiithoms, then she has erossed

to the south of it. Should she, liowever, iind lierself in

water that snddeidy shoals to less than twenty fathon)>

and as snddeidy deepens a<;ain, then she is near the Virgin

Ifoeks, or the roek and Nine-fathom IJank to tlu' east of

them, and her ]»osition is immediately known.

It should be reoolleeted, however, that these lanes an-

not channel-ways in whieh steamers nnist keep or l)e lost,

dales of wind, ice, ami other things will iu)w and then

force a steamer out of them, and in such cases she will act

ually be where she is now, for she will then be in no more

danj^er than she is now; oidy when she j;'ets back into tin-

lane she will be in less.

Von will doubtless observe the advanta<;eous posititui

of the fork to JIalifax in the lane from JMiroi»e. .Vs this

laiu' approaches Newl'oundland, it edtjes olVto the south, in

such a manner as to render it impossible for a vessel .so to

miss .ler way as to jjet ashore. Supjiose a steamer attempt

inji' this lane to be, when she lU'ars the (Jrand JJanks, 100

miles out in ]K)sition. (a nn)st extravagant case,) and that

she be out on the Newlbundland side, she would, if behav

ing proi)erly, be steering i)arallel with the lane, ami if

bound to Xew York sh(> would go clear of C'ai)e Race. Uut

she might be bound for Halifax, ami by steering we.st too

soon might rusi n]nm the laml ; but recollect that the land

to Halifax turns otf on soundinj/s, aiid a west course from

where the lane from England strikes soundings on the

(irand IJanks will take you clear of everything. So, with

out the nmst gross neglect of the lead and all the prop«'r

]necaulions, which it is the duty of the shii)master to take,

it would seem impossible for him to run his steamer into

danger here.

In the longitude of liu' (Irand iJaiiks, the lane to lluropc

is L'OO miles south of the laiu» to America. As a rule, thi>

lane for the eastern-bound steamers can be followed always,

admitting that an exception now and then in i>ractice will

nndvC the rule general. It will be observed that this lam'

runs 1']. 1.")- S. from Samly Hook to the nunidian of 70",

where it takes a coiusc! K. IL'-' N., towanl its Junction with

the are of a great circle, south of the (Irand Hanks. Though

the

(III

CO

rou

tt>

gen
ex

or

ed(

giP

sai

not

iiat

Hon

Cllil


