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n^ent of the perio.1 during which occurred
j

pany. which comprised a hundred associate

The events we are about to relate. Behind amon« whom wore nuvny men ot rank and

these adventurous Kcttlers was the illimit-

able forest, with its liordes of wild Indians ;

before them was a wide waste of waters

preat wealth. When we read their patent,

we cannot but wonder at the audacity witli

which the European Princes of those day>

only whitened at distant intervals of time I
could divide a whole continent a.no.iR the.r

oniywumui..v
I .,:.... . ,,yj ii^py yf^jc to hnd that

IS'ew

France wasileclared to extend from Floritlii

to the Arctic Circle, and from Newfound-

land to the headwaters of the St. Lawrence

and itx tril)utaries. The company received

by the sails of some lisherman, trader, or subjecU ;
but they were to

.

bold aclventurer. As we glance back to "/V,„».«,. }».,„.. .t lM,u ,,.sp,.e.

those times, we see that the elements of very

many years of strife on this continent were

being formed in the foundation of colonies

composed of two antagonistic races. But
, , . ,

we can also see in the little sotllements } a perpetual monopoly of llie lur-trade,an.l

scattered over this continent, the germs of certain other commercial privileges waich

future empires :- were to last for fifteen years

"The rudiments of empire here

Are phistlp, still, iiml warm;
The chaos of ii mlshty world

Is rounding into form."

Tlie trade ot

the colony was declared free, for tlie same

period, from all duties. The company

bought a number of ships, and tlie kim:

himself, to give additional i>roof of hi>

Whilst the elder La Tour was absent in i interest in the enterprise, presented them

France pleading his son's cause, the alten-
1 with two men-of-war, fully equipped. In

tion of the English was being directed to
|
return for the concessions they received,

the fact that the French were attempting
|

they were bound to send out a specified

to establish themselves in the New World.

Sir William Alexander, afterwards the

Earl of Stirling, had received from James

I. a grant of Acadia, which he proposed to

colonize, and named Nova Scotia. When
Charles I. ascended the throne he renewed

the grant, and also created an order of 150

men who were to be called Baronets of

Nova Scotia, provided ihey contributed to

the aid of the settlement of the country.

Sir William Alexander, however, does not

appear to have succeeded in making any

settlement in Nova Scotia, or to have taken

any decided steps to drive out the French

from the country, until about the time

Claude dc la Tour was engaged in obtain-

ing assistance for his son.

Claude de la Tour arrived at an oppor-

tune time in France, and met with an

amount of success that he could hardly have

anticipated when he left the shores of

Acadia. Cardinal Richelieu had com-

menced to take considerable interest in the

colonization of America, and a company
had been formed, with the title of the

" Company of New France." The eminent.

number of artisans and other emigrants in

the course of several years. The very terms

of the agreement showed the bigotry of the

age. for the colonists had to be all of the

Koma.. Catholic religion. In the month of

April, 1628, four armed vessels and a num-

ber of transports, containing emigrants and

supplies for the relief of (Quebec and Port

Royal, sailed from the port of Dieppe, and

among the passengers was Claude de la

Tour, no doubt elated at the tiuccess that

had so far attended his mission.

But an adverse fate seemed to dog the

footsteps of the men who were laboring to

establish a French colony in Acadia. About

the same time that the French lleet left

Dieppe, the English were preparing for an

attack on the settlements of France in the

New World. The citizens of Rochelle had

defied the king, the Hu;](uenot8 were every-

where in arms, and Richelieu was resolved

on crushing them. When Charles of Eng-

land declared himself on the side of the

French Protestants, many of the Calvanists

took arms in his service, and among the

umber was David Kirk or Kertk, a native

11.-

in

ithe

statesman was himuelf the head of the com- 1 ol Dieppe, who had been expelled from


