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federal union. We have it on tlie best authority that in 1866-7 the

queHtion .""ose during a conference between the Canadian delegates and

the inipe....i authorities what name should be given to the confederation

of the provinces, and it was tirat proiMwed tliat it should be called ** the

kingdom of Canada"; but it is said that the English ministry thought

such a designation inadvisable, chiefly on the ground that it would be

probably objectionable to the government of the United States, wliich had

80 recently expressed iU> disa]>probtttion of the attempt of the Emperor

Napoleon to establish an imperial European dynasty in Mexico. It is

d'ilicult to understand how any {miullel could be fairly drawn between

the two cases, and most persons, less sensitive than the English minis-

ters, will probably consider tliat it was paying but a poor compliment to

the common seme of the Ameiican people to suppose that they could

take o£fence, on any reasonable grounds, at the Canadians, the subjects

of tlie Queen, calling tlieir confederation by a name which would simply

illustrate their attachment to those monarchical institutions under which

tUpy hare been living for a hundred and thirty-four years. -Hoireref^-

the Canadian delegates made due allowance for the delicacy of the senti-

ment of the imperial government, and agreed as a compromise to the less

ambitious title. Dominion of Canada, a designation recalling t^t old

Dominion, named by Ralegh in honor of the virgin Queen. \y^

The Dominion is governed by a central government in accordance

with a written constitution known as the British North America Act,

while each province still retains such an administrative and legislative

machinery as is essential to its provincial existence. The executive

government and authonty over Canada are vested in the Queen, but as

the sovereign cannot be present in the Dominion to perform those acts

of state which the constitution requires at her hands, she is represented

by a Governor-General, chosen every five years on the advice of her

constitutional advisero. The permanency of the exc.utive is a feature

of their government which the Canadians have learned to value by com-

parison with the elective system of the United States. The Governor-

General of Canada is appointed without the country being excited by a

political contest, the issue of which at times is dangerous to the whole

body politic. It is-oulyjiecessaiy to consider the crisis through which

the American republic has so recently passed, to understand tibe nature

oiJiie peril in which the nation finds itself every four years. From

such dangers^ Canada is happily free under her constitution, which

makes the sovereign the peimanent head of the executive, and removes

her representative from the turmoil of political controversy. In the

administration of public afifairs, the Governor-General is guided by the

advice of responsible advisers, representing the opinions of the majority

of the legislature. In Canada, for many years past, the policy of the


