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There la nothing lu the address referring
to the great question of transportation.
Whether that is to be met by the construc-
tion of the National Transcontinental Rail-
way I do mot know, but If -the experience
o~f the past is to be any indication of what
we are to exýpeet in the future, the construc-
tion of that road wiIl do very littie to, solve
the problern of transportation, for the simple
reason that the distance is so great that
the cost -will, to a very great extent, absorb
the profits Mwhiech otherwise S21ouhL go to tie
farrier.

1 thouglit there w-as to be a tariff com-
mission. There 15 nothing about that in
the speech frorn the Throne. I hýave a dis-
tinCt recollection of hearlng, before the
change o! governrnent, thundering condem.
nation lu the House of Commons of myseif
and other members of the governent be-
cause we used to go oceasionally into the
differenýt rnanufacturing sections to ascertain
for ourseives the requirernents o! the coun-
ITy and the effect which the tariff had upon
the different inýterests. The preýsent govern-
men t, notwithstanding the condemnation of
their predecessors who tried to acquire that
ltnowledge thernselves, indicated 'last ses-
,,!on tbat they were to -have a tariff commis.
sion to inquirc into the different industries
of the country, thereby relieving themselves
of the trouble and responsibulity of maklng
an inýquiry for thernselves, and that they
mwould accept the report o! the commission.
1 thiuk rny hon. friend, w-ho has had sorne
experlence, will corne -to the conclusion that
that report will be just o! the character of
the rninds that have guided them ln rnaklng
the investigation. The higli protectionist
w-i corne with the staternent tha.t the in-
dustries are being rulned because the tariff is
niot higli enough. The free trader wlll say you
are bleeding 'the consumer because you are
taxig hlm so mucli. If I were te give the
hon. gentleman any adylce, I would say to
hlmn: 1Go and inquIre for yoursel!. As
you take the respongibllty, ,you shouid#
have the knowiedge to enable you to defend
whatever position you may assume.' Are
we to have that tariff commission ? Will
the Secretary o! State, when lie rises to,
reply, tell us whether it is to, be appointed
or flot ; and if so, whien and how many
sessions are te pass before we are to, have
a revision of the tariff ? Or are we to have
any revision at ail ?

A large surn of rnoney was placed lu the
estimates last year for a survey of the
Georgian Bay canal. What has been done
la that respect ? I beli-eve there are sur-
veyors on the route. Have they made any
repr-t, and if they have, what is the char-
acter of that report ? What is the probable
cost of the construction of thai. work ? Is
It to be a slip canal tw'enty feet deep or
oniy a canal fourteen feet deep ? Ai this
Informationu we are entitied te. Then we
have that rnost important of ail canais, of
wohlch my hou. f riend the Minister o! Trade
and Commerce heard a good deai sorne time
ago-the Tren *t Valley canai. During the
late elections we had a telegram sent by
the premier to Port Hope, indicating to, the
minister who lad been appointed without
portfoiio-I do flot kuow whether lie was
ever sworn la that Port Hope was iikely
to, be the southern terminus o! that canai.
And then -we had a sirnilar deciaration on
the part of the officiais la reference to Tren-
ton being the terminus. The distance be-
tween the two places is about forty miles,
and the question was whether the outiet
o! the canal shouId be the open lake or a
Bay of Quinté. Probahil' ry hon. frlend
will say that was doue for election pur-
poses-no, i woulcl not expect hlm to admit
that, but that is what I wouid say, and
very properiy so. The project o! that canal
bias leen on foot for the last hundred yeurs,
and the work has been partially constructed.
It lias been extended for some distance
westward, and as far south as Rice lake,
but lias neyer been cornpieted, although a
large amouat of rnoney lias been speut
southward and eastward of that point. I
do not want to be disrespectful la referring
to the actione of the government, but this
is one of the little dodges they adoptefi in
order to carry constituencies. 1 arn very
glad te kuow that la this Instance It had
very littie effiect upon Port Hope and the
county of Durharn, as was indicated by the
fact that the minister without portfolio was
defeated by a respectable majority.

These are points we ouglit to know some-
thing about before we are asked to legislate
upon these dîfferent questions. The most
important, I admit, from a Dominion stand-
point, is the question o! the withdrawal of
the British troops frorn the country and the
substitution o! Canadian troops. However,
I shahl leave that witli the goverament.


