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Company's lands in the Northwest. Where
the negotiations commenced he was nit
awlre, and it w.s important ti.at this House
and the countiy should know all about the
natter.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said there had been
some such correspondence. but as it had iot
been final it was not in the interest Of the
publie, nor was it in proper shape, to have it
brought down yet

Hon. Mr. AIKINS asked if the sanction
ot Parliament was to he asked before the
purchase was concluded.

Hon. Mr. SCOT r- My own impression is
thiat on so large and important a qUestion
as that Parlialment will be consulted.

Hlon. Mr. AIKINS asked if the louse
was to understand that the opinion of
Parliament would be asked belore the
Inegotiations were closed. It was important
to know, because in tha past the Govern-
Inent had concluded purchases involviiR
large sumo of money before obiaining the
consent of Parliament, which. if Pa:rliament
had :been consulted upon, they would cer-
tainly have been adverse to-the steel rails
for instance. In a maiter ot this kind
Where the purchase of an immense territory
was involved Parliament sbould have ·a
Pledge from 1he Government that before the
COUntry was commîitted to the bargain they
sbould have the assent of the Leg:slature.

lion. Mr. SCOTT said he had given his
opinion that Parliament would be con-
SUtedl: that was the proper course, and be
had no'doubt the Governmeut would do so.
lie assuned that the honorable gentleman
Would be pertectly safe in taking the state-
tuent he had made.

The motion was withdrawn.
DELAYED RETURNS.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS called the attention of
the 1louse to the tact that several returns
for which he had asked early ast sersion.
had not yet been laid before the House. lie
h&d, for instance, asked for a reiuri respect-
ing the printng contract with Mr. Anglin
an At the time tie honorable becretary oi
8 tate had stated the work bad been giveno that gentleman through inadvertence,but it Would, not be done Hagin. He lound
by the publ;c accounts for the past year,

owever, tbat it had been done again,
Lion, M-, SO '' promised to bave the

Papers brought down at once.
MiWisTERIAr COANGES.

lion. Mr. CAMPBELL asked for expla.nations respecting the chtanges in the per-
*onnel of the Cabinet since the last session
beerliment The explanations that had

given elsewhere had not touched the
ge In the personnel of the Government,

as represented in this House. The seat for.
merly occupied here by the honorable gen-
tleman who was now Lieutenant (overnor
of Quebec, had been ti'led by the appoint-
ment of a Senator not now in bis place.
Explanations Aere also due to the House as
to the reason of the absence of that honor
able gentleman from his seat. No matter
how high an opinion the Hlouse might
have ot the knowledge and atbility
of the honorable gentleman who re.
presented the Government in this
branch of the legislature the assistanc- of
his colleague was necessary. The Govern.
ment.were not too strongly represented in
this Bouse, and ne thought they were en-
titled to the services of both of the repre.
sentativea of the Admiristration. It was
said that the honorable gentleman who had
recently been aopoirted to the portfolio of
Agiculture, and whose duty was firet to his
depariment, and secondly to this Bouse,
had absented himself for the purpose of
assisting at the election that was being con-
tested for a member of the other branch of
the legislature. If tbat was trup, lie could
only express his surprise and regret, and
that surprise and regret would no doubt be
participated in by every member of this
Rouse-even by those who voted with the
Government. Tiae absence of a member of
the Government during the session ot Parlia-
ment, from his place in Parliament, and
fromn bis duties to the country in the dis.
charge 0f the tunctions of the office which
he heldl, was a elight to Par lament, a derelic-
tion of duty whicW should be brought be.
fore the notice of the country, and which
no nember of this House would approve of.
It was, horwever, only in keeping with the
conduct of the Government in numeroup
transactions, practicing contrary to that
which they bad been proclaiming, insistîng

-and preaebing during the whole of the
time they bai been in Opposition. Hle re-
nembered that when a member of the late
Governmert, not during session of Parlia.
ment, not in dereliction . f bis duty to Par-
liament, but in vacation, assisted at
an election of a member of the
other branch of ,he Legislature, though not
a member o! this House he was calied to
account tor it and it was described as an in-
decentact. He would make use o! no ad-
jectives, but he would say the policy which
the Gavernment nov pursued was a persis-
tent reversal of everything they had
preached and clamored for wben in ,Opposi-
tion.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said bavtng called
attention to this maatter during the debate
on the address, he desired to refer to.it
again, lest it should be supposed that his


