Hudson Bay

Company’s 1ands in the Northwest. Where
the negotiations commenced he Wwas not
aware, snd it w.s 1mportant t.at this House
and the country should know all about the
matter,

Hou. Mr. SCOTT said there bad been
some such correspondence, but as it had not
been final it was not in the inierest of the
Public, nor was1t 1n proper shape, to have it
brought dowa yet

Hon. Mr. AIKINS asked if the sanction
ot Parliament was to be asked before the
purchase was concluded. .

Hon. Mr. 8COT '—My own impression is
that on so large and important & question
as that Parliament will be consulted,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS asked it the [ouse
was to understand that the opinion of

arliament would be asked belore the
negotiations were closed. It was important
to know, because in the past the Govern-
ment had concluded purchares involving
large sums of money before obtaining the
Consent of Parliament, which, if Parliament
bad ‘been counsulted upon, they would cer-
tainly bave been adverse to—the steel rails
for instance. In a matter of this kind
Where the purchase of an immense territory
was involved Parliament sbould have &
Pledge from 1he Government that before the
Country was committed to the bargiin they
should have the assent of the Leg:slature.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he hid given hie
Obinion that Parliament would be con.
8ulted ; that was the proper course, and he
bad no doubt the Governmeut wouli do so.

@ assumed that the honorable gentleman
Would be perfectly safe in taking the state-
ent he had made.

The motion was withdrawn.

DELAYED RETURNS,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS called the attention of
the I1ouse to the Iact that several returns
Or which he had asked early list session,
had po, yet been laid bi-fore the House. He
hud, for 1nstance, asked for a re:urn respect-
108 the printing coutract with Mr. Anglin
&nd at the t1me tue honorable Secretary of
?"""6 had stated the work had been given
bO thit gentleman through inadvertence,
Ut 1t would not be done ag:in. He found
Y the public accounts for the past year,

Owever, t1hat it had been done again.

Hon, M-, SCOLY promised to bave the

Papers brought down at once.

MINISTERIAL, OHANGES,
naii0: Mr. CAMPBELL asked for expla-
%0 l0ns respaciing the chanves 1 the per-

"nel of the Cabinet since the last session
ce arliament. The exp'anations that had
chap L17¢D elsewhere had not touched the

"0ge 1n the personnel of the Government,
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as represented in this House. The seat for-
merly occupied here by the honorable gen.
tleman who was now Lieutenant Governor
of Quebec, had been filled by the appomnt-
ment of a Senator not now in his place,
Explanations were also due to the House as
to the reason of the absence of that honor
able gentleman from his seat. No matter
how high an opinion the House might
have ot

the knowledge and atality
ot the honorable gentleman who re.
presented the Government in this

branch of the legslature the assiztance of
his colleague was necessary. The Govern-
meont were not too strongly represented in
this House, and he thought they were en-
titled to the services of toth of the repre.
sentatives of the Admimistration. It was
sald that the honorable gentleman who had
recently been appoirted to the porttolio of
Agiiculture, and whose duty was first to his
depariment, and secondly to this House,
bad absented himself for the purpose of
assisting at the electinn that was being con-
tested for » member of the other branch ot
the legislature. 1f that was true, he could
only express his sarprise and regret, and
that surprise and regret would no doubt be
participated in by every member of this
House—even by those who voted with the
Government. The absence of a member of
the Government during the seseion ot Pariia-
meut, from his piace 1n Parliament, and
from his duties to the country in tha ~dis-
charge ot the funcilons of the office which
he held, was a slight to Parhiament, a derelic-
tion of duty whivi should be brought be-
fore the notice of the country, and which
no member of this House would approve of,
It was, however, only in keepiog with the
conduct of the Government i1n numeroug
transactions, practicing coatrary to that
which they had been proclaiming, 1nsisting

-and preacbing during the whole of the

time they bad been 1a Oppositlon, e re-
membhered thit when a member ot the late
Governmert, not during session of Parlia.
ment, not n dereliction « f his duty to Par-
liament, but in vacation, assisted at
an election of a member of the
other branch of vhe Legislature, though not
& member of this House he wsg culled to
account tor 1t and it was described as anin-
decent act. He would make use ot no ad-
Jjectives, but he would 81y the policy which
the Government now pursued was a persis-
tent reversal of everything they had
preached and clamored for when in Opposi-
uon,

ton. Mr. DICREY said having called
avtention t0 this matter during the debate
on the address, he desired 10 reter to it
again, lest it should be supposed that his



