May 31, 1995

COMMONS DEBATES

13043

by allowing Ottawa to continue lobbying. It appears that the
minister is rigging the bid so that Ottawa gets the Expo. It
appears that the fix is in.

Calgary has the strongest of the bids. It has the financial
backing of the city of Calgary and the province of Alberta.
Calgary has a volunteer network which is the best in Canada and
which will make the Expo a tremendous success showcasing
Canada to the world.

The minister promised to make a hasty decision but has failed
to act for more than two months. I urge the minister to immedi-
ately follow the recommendation of the committee and give the
Expo bid to Calgary.
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ADULT ONLY FILMS

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
many constituents of mine are outraged at a recent mailing that
every home in the riding received advertising a package of
so—called erotic adult only films. The increased availability of
such films called original, uninhibited and sexually explicit in
the advertising brochure is openly attributed to the benefits of
free trade which, according to the same brochure, has led to such
films now not only being permitted but also encouraged.

The wonders of free trade never cease to astound me. Good
Canadian films still have a problem making it to market but
American porn is given new opportunities.

I share my constituents’ feelings that this kind of junk mail
should not be handled by Canada Post. So—called erotica may
have its place but its availability should not be imposed on
people whether they like it or not through such universal
mailings.

I call on the minister responsible to speak to Canada Post
about this with a view to seeing what can be done to prevent
further such mailings.

[Translation)

SMALL BUSINESS

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to give another example of what this government is doing to
promote business development and, thus, the economic devel-
opment of this country.

The minister responsible for the Federal Office of Regional
Development in Quebec told the Standing Committee on Indus-
try that he will intensify efforts to make small business aware of
how crucial innovation, design as well as research and develop-
ment are.
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He is mainly concerned with identifying new technologies
and integrating them into the daily operations of this industry.
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FORD-Q will pay special attention to ensuring that knowledge
is shared and that the products and techniques developed in
high-tech projects are marketed.

In Canada, job creation has been spurred on by the vitality of
our small business industry since 1992. That is why FORD-Q is
committed to creating the conditions required for this industry
to remain the driving force of economic growth. In a word, we
can say—

The Speaker: I am sorry but I must interrupt the hon.
member. The hon. member for Beaches—Woodbine has the
floor.
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MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

Ms. Maria Minna (Beaches—Woodbine, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to remind members of the House that May was
Multiple Sclerosis Carnation Month.

Multiple sclerosis, or MS, is a degenerative disease that
affects the central nervous system. An estimated 50,000 Cana-
dians suffer from this disease, one of the highest prevalence
rates in the world. There is presently no known cure.

Research into finding a cure and better treatments for patients
with MS is ongoing. Health Canada has contributed research
dollars to help improve the lives of MS sufferers. However,
there is still much work to be done.

During the month of May, volunteers from the Multiple
Sclerosis Society of Canada were out in our communities selling
fresh carnations to raise money for research and support ser-
vices for those affected by MS. As in previous years, the
Multiple Sclerosis Society hopes to raise $2 million throughout
the carnation campaign.

Of course the success of this campaign depends greatly on the
involvement of volunteers. To recognize their contribution this
year’s campaign slogan was ‘“‘volunteers can work wonders”. I
salute the many Canadians who contributed their time.

The Speaker: The hon. member for Outremont.
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[Translation)

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX

Mr. Martin Cauchon (Outremont, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Quebec minister responsible for restructuring just released a
fifth study, this time on the human development index, its
concept and its use.

The author of the study tends to show that a sovereign Quebec
would have the required potential to develop further and that its
quality of life could even be better than that of Canada.

We really wonder how the minister can attach any value to a
study whose main conclusions, as the author himself admits,



