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Oral Questions

this country. And I hope I can count on the Leader of the 
Opposition to fully support our policy in this respect.

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, given the 
statements made yesterday by the former Quebec Minister of 
Public Security, it is clear that the only person in Canada not to 
know that the RCMP and the Sûreté will not take action on 
Mohawk land is the Solicitor General of Canada.

would express support for the efforts we are taking which go far 
beyond what was the case when the Leader of the Opposition 
was on this side of the House as a member of the Conservative 
cabinet.

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES

Mr. Preston Manning (Calgary Southwest): Mr. Speaker, 
my question is for the Prime Minister.

As new members we have now sat through numerous govern­
ment briefings in which we have been presented with depart­
mental and program mission statements, mandate statements 
and statements of objective. We notice that very few of these 
statements contain any reference to the serious financial posi­
tion of the government or the interests of taxpayers.

Both he and the Prime Minister told us during the course of a 
debate that the situation was extremely delicate and that caution 
had to be exercised. Why does he maintain that the RCMP can 
take action on Mohawk land without any problem whatsoever, 
considering that even the Prime Minister stressed the delicate 
nature of the situation several days ago?

[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, 1 
want to say again that under this government there are no no-go 
zones.

• (1425)

Would the Prime Minister, this week, direct all departmental 
program and agency heads to revise their mission statements to 
include deficit reduction and maximizing benefits to taxpayers 
as explicit goals of every department, program and agency of the 
Government of Canada?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, if 
I were to do it this week I would be late. I did it the first day I 
formed the government.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Chrétien (Saint-Maurice): I will ask the ministers to 
make sure they run a lean, effective government and to make 
sure taxpayers are getting service for the tax dollars they pay.

Mr. Preston Manning (Calgary Southwest): Mr. Speaker, I 
have a supplementary question for the Prime Minister.

As the Prime Minister knows, over 70 per cent of the net 
expenditures of the government are statutory expenditures and 
not voted on annually by the House.

Would the Prime Minister consent to bring the review of 
statutory spending within the purview of the House and its 
committees on an annual basis?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, 
the hon. leader of the Reform Party will know that there will be 
budget bills in front of the House and that he will be able to 
present amendments. If he wants to reduce old age pensions of 
course we will vote against it.

Mr. Preston Manning (Calgary Southwest): Mr. Speaker, I 
have a further supplementary question. Perhaps we will get 
further this time.

The Auditor General points out that federal revenues from 
user fees, from government facilities, services and goods exceed

I do not know what the situation was when the Leader of the 
Opposition was in the Conservative cabinet. He may want to tell 
us himself, but I can say there are no no-go zones right now. It is 
the intention of this government to have the law enforced 
everywhere in the country. Just because we do not see mounted 
police on television does not mean they arc not at work on the 
reserves or anywhere in Canada where there is work to be done 
to enforce the law.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, since RCMP 
authorities have confirmed that in addition to cigarettes, smug­
gling networks deal in luxury items such as clothing, jewellery 
and alcohol, how can the Solicitor General expect us to believe 
that these networks would not be used to deal in the most 
lucrative item of all, namely cocaine?

[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, 
the opposition House leader must have been in a dream world 
the last week or so. If he had not been, he would have heard the 
leader of our party, the Prime Minister, and myself saying that 
the reason we have to act immediately after years of neglect, 
including the period when the Leader of the Opposition was in 
the Conservative cabinet, was that there were smuggling net­
works involved not only with tobacco but with alcohol, drugs 
and high powered military weapons.

We said that right in this House. That is why we have 
enhanced enforcement efforts all over the country. Rather than 
this type of approach by the Official Opposition, I would think it


