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development, we must also conserve them and
regulate their use. Water is among the most pre-
cious of these resources. The evidence of past fail-
ure to rehabilitate our water resources is there
for all to see—befouled water, despoiled beaches,
rotting marine vegetation, and diminished fishing.
The Government has made known its views on
this serious problem, and has begun urgent dis-
cussions with the Provinces. Upon their completion,
the Government will introduce legislation which
will enable it, in co-operation with the Provinces,
to improve and preserve our water resources. Thus
may we assure ourselves of their continuing bene-
fit for our own domestic use, industrial expansion,
and recreation.

While the Atlantic and the Pacific retain their
traditional importance for Canada, the Arctic
Ocean and its coastal regions may soon enter a
period of rapid economic development. Much of
this development will undoubtedly occur on the
islands of the Canadian archipelago, or in the
adjoining continental shelf whose resources, under
international law, we have the exclusive right to
explore and exploit. With resource development,
and the benefits it entails, may come grave danger
to the balance of plant and animal life on land
and in the sea, which is particularly precarious in
the harsh polar regions. While encouraging such
development, we must fulfil our responsibility to
preserve these areas, as yet undespoiled and essen-
tially in a state of nature. The Government will
introduce legislation setting out the measures nec-
essary to prevent pollution in the Arctic Seas. It
is also considering other methods of protecting
Canada’s ocean coasts.

Through the United Nations and its agencies
Canada is seeking to establish a system to combat
the pollution of international waters which
threatens so many forms of life on this planet.

Our aim is a strong and productive country
soundly equipped to face the future; but we are
equally concerned with the individual Canadian,
his rights and his interests. The Government re-
gards national progress and individual fulfilment as
indivisible components of its mandate.

The size, complexity and fallibility of the struc-
tures that technology imposes on modern societies
are often in conflict with the protection and de-
velopment of individual values. The workings of
both private and public institutions may endanger
the individual’s free expression of his unique per-
sonality. He must therefore be protected from
anything that jeopardizes his rights or limits his
personal development.

To this end, Criminal Code amendments will be
submitted to you that would regulate wire-tapping
and other invasions of the individual’s privacy,
and reform the present law governing detention
before trial. Bills will be submitted to make fed-
eral tribunals more accessible and responsive, and
to ensure fair treatment in expropriation cases.
There will also be a bill to create a national law
reform commission, whose task will be the im-
provement and modernization of the law and its
administration at the federal level.
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You will also be asked to review the large body
of legislation applying to companies and financial
institutions. To enhance the position of the con-
sumer in the market place, the Government will
ask you to augment our body of consumer protec-
tion. There will be proposals dealing with con-
sumer credit, packaging and labelling, identification
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of the fibre content of textile products and motor
vehicle safety.

In the field of housing, despite the difficulties of
inflation, the objective is to construct one million
new housing units in five years. The Government
will play its part in achieving that objective while
emphasizing measures to satisfy the needs of low
income families. This and related programs will
stimulate social progress, employment, economic
growth and urban improvement. They are a recog-
nition of the need for every citizen to live in
healthy and pleasant surroundings.

I have mentioned some of the important subjects
of legislation which you will be asked to consider
at this session. You will also be invited to discuss
a number of aspects of long range national policy.

In addition to solving her immediate problems,
Canada must be prepared to face the coming chal-
lenges of the post industrial era. This calls for a
systematic appraisal of Canadian society and of the
basic principles that are to guide it. During the
past twelve months, the Government has begun
this lengthy task. During this session a number of
reports and white papers will be presented as part
of a comprehensive revision of Government policy.
You will thus be invited to examine the Govern-
ment’s findings concerning external affairs, defence,
tax reform, citizenship, social security, information,
and postal service.

In these documents the Government will define
its goals and the means by which it proposes to
achieve them, but it believes there is also a need
for informed public discussion before bills are
drafted in their final form, and before any far-
reaching measures are taken.

A more intensive consideration of national poli-
cies by Parliament is in keeping with the spirit of
the recent reforms in the rules of the House of
Commons. These new rules will demonstrate that
Parliamentary traditions can adapt to the changed
circumstances of contemporary life while continu-
ing to respect the fundamental principles of popu-
lar representation.

They are evidence of our common desire to mod-
ernize our institutions so that they will satisfy the
needs and aspirations of our citizens, and thus
enable us to work together in harmony and with
renewed energy to ensure the progress and great-
ness of Canada.

Members of the House of Commons:

During this session, you will be asked to grant
the necessary funds for the services and expendi-
tures authorized by Parliament.

Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

The Prime Minister will lay before you today
a list of bills that will be submitted to you during
the session.

May Divine Providence enlighten your delibera-
tions.

[Translation]
Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister)
moved:

That the speech of His Excellency the Governor
General, delivered this day from the Throne to
both Houses of Parliament, be taken into consid-
eration later this day.

Motion agreed to.



