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of the submissions to the council of foreign
ministers, or to the united nations, on almost
any grave world problem.

Moreover, the government should not expect
the members of this house to be ready to take
the responsibility of ratifying treaties or inter-
national agreements without having had some
responsibility, and I think a fair measure
of it, in laying down the policy upon which
these treaties or these international agree-
ments have been formulated. The govern-
ment has never yet, it seems to me, issued a
frank forthright and definite policy on foreign
affairs.

I supported the government in their protest
against the attitude of the council of foreign
ministers towards Canada's participation in
the German and Austrian peace conferences
that open next Monday in Moscow. The
people of Canada generally feel, and quite
rightly so, that Canada should have a part
in drafting the treaties with Germany and
Austria which shall bear a reasonable relation-
ship to the contribution which Canada did
make in winning the victory over the German
military machine.

I supported the government in their protest
and in their claim, not simply because I wanted
to see Canada intrude herself into the affairs
of other nations, but because I feel that
Canada has a contribution, and a real con-
tribution, to make to world peace and inter-
national good will. I quite realize that by
material standards, by comparison with other
countries, Canada may not be a great power,
but I contend that by moral standards Canada
ranks with the greatest in the world. And
just as we fought in the war to preserve the
ideals of freedom and democracy, and in no
sense because we wanted power or territory
or material gain, so I claim we are prepared
in the making of peace to exert our influence
and our efforts into moral 'channels in an
endeavour to establish justice and not power
politics or selfish manoeuvring as the founda-
tion upon which treaties are to be drafted and
upon which world peace will be so dependent
in the years to come.

By ignoring Canada the council of foreign
mmsters is certainly in no sense showing
international good will and cooperation. They
all want to see Canada contribute generously
of her material gifts to feed a hungry world.
They all acknowledge the sacrifices which we
made in manpower, in machinery, in food.
materials and in our scientific skill during the
war. And every member of the council of
foreign ministers, I feel sure, admires the fur-
ther sacrifices Canada has made since the war
to prevent suffering among the peoples of the
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world. They all admit Canada's great sacrifices,
but they seem to want us to do nothing but
continue to make sacrifices.

No people ever took kindly to an expecta-
tion of that kind. I say that is akin to
taxation without representation, a thing which
is repugnant to freedom-loving people, no
matter where they happen to ]ive in the
world. Surely the big four must realize that
Canada cannot soon forget the brushing off
she has suffered at their hands, and thinking
people everywhere will remember too that
Canada's position has been weakened to some
extent at least by the failure of the govern-
ment to adopt and adhere to a well-defined
foreign policy.

It has long been my conviction, Mr. Speaker,
that Canada should have a strong, non-par-
tisan foreign policy. I believe the members
of this group have always expressed their
determination to cooperate with the govern-
ment in laying down such a policy and to
take their full responsibility in its formulation
and application. I believe, moreover-and I
have expressed this on various occasions-that
the very essence of strong, independent, and
sovereign nations within the British common-
wealth rests in complete understanding and
the fullest possible cooperation with each
other on foreign policy. This is a truth which
it is quite evident that Britain seems to have
forgotten. Has she given any indication,
since this matter became an issue, that she
supports Canada's claim to a part in the
making of the peace with Germany and
Austria? That I do not know, of course, Mr.
Speaker, perhaps when the Secretary of State
for External Affairs (Mr. St. Laurent) speaks
in this debate he will make that matter clear
to the members of the house. But I do know
that Britain failed to back up Canada when
Russia appointed as ambassador to Britain,
Zaroubin, a man who had violated the recog-
nized code of diplomatie relations while he
was here enjoying his privileges in Canada.
Canada in her turn certainly did fail to
register a protest against this slap in the face
by Russia; at least I have never known of
any action which Canada took to register such
a protest. The government of this country
also failed to back up Britain in her policy
in Palestine and as a result has weakened
Britain very considerably.

Mr. JAQUES: And in Greece.

Mr. LOW: I do not wish to labour this
matter, but I do want to make clear a point
of view in connection with our external rela-
tions as they may affect the making of the
peace with Germany and Austria. The mem-


