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Columbia in exactly the samne way that the
forcsts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
were mined years ago; m ining our forests in
the samne wav the wheat fields of the prairies
were mincd thirty or forty ycars; ago. MWood
products are a crop reapcd from lands that are
flot sîîitable for other agricultural purposes.
In order to ensure a continuous yield, agri-
cultural lands must be fertilized. In the samn(,
way our forest lands must be protected. If
there is te be a sustained yjeld that protection
must be in the form of dollars and cents
expended to prevent unnecessary wastage ef
the young crop by fire, diseaz;e and insect
pests, and also for purposes of reforestat ion.
I do suggest in ail seriousness that under the
presenit policy the dominion government is
killing by starvafion the goose which lays this
golden egg.

The important thing f0 the citizens of
British Columbia is the perpetuation of the
forest industries, for the avhole provincial
economv is based on these industries fo sucb
an extent that the population of the province
mouid not be supported without f.bem. The
industries recognize the value of the forests
from the point of view of water and soil
conservation, fishing and hunting, and the
tourist trade; but the greatest value fo the
public lies in the cropping of the forests and
the conversion of wood into marketable prod-
duets. Therefore the maintenance of the
forest crop at maximum sustained capacity anîl
the development of wood-using industries,
hold the key to the future of British Columbia.

The operators have subscribed f0 a poliey
of joint action by the provincial gcvernment,
the industries themnselves and the public, of
measures f0 assure continunus crops on al
forest lands, and to attain this objective
by practical measures wbicb will maintain
maximum production and empînyment during
the period of transition to a sustained forest
eeononiv. The attainmenf of this objective
means for the industry a furfhcr increase in
preserit opcrating ccsfs; for the crown. in-
creased expenditures out of foi-est revenues, f0
build up tbe forest capital; and for the public,
the enjoynient of somewhat less net revenue
than previously derived froin ifs forest capital.
But this should not be regarded as a solely
provincial motter. As I bave already pointed
ouf, the dominion governiment, derives more
monev from the forest industries of British
Columbia than does the -provincial goverfi-
ment. The wlîole national economy of this
ccunfrY w-ould be affected bv anY seriotus
dislocation of flis induistry. But this federal
goverrnment is doing praeitically-, nothin', to
ensure that the production of wvood products
can be assured in the 3-ear3 to corne. It is
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not unreasonable f0 say that heretofore the
federal goverrnent lis not assurncd ifs fair
share of its responsibilities in this res.pect.

'1'lic, flrsf anid most important step) in a
programme siwb as bas been suggcsted is te
kerp fire lut of flic woods. The grcat econornic
loýs ini cennc etion with our- forests in the
past bas bc ri n d .t ilI is tlie destruction of
vcung giowfhi lw rcpcated fires. Unless this
loss cao be stoppcl, there is grave danger
that proper r (g ýnerafionl will be found
ccncmicall v iiiiposýible. Tbe final result will
be that one (lOi ficre w ilI bcerno crop to
h1arvesýt.

i\Iîch criticisin lias heem given by un-
infornu cd pensons and lias bc-en dircfcd against
the mofhods used in the loggin, operations
of to-day. But fli cevidence of ex;ert foresters
indicates that flic practice cf clcar-cutting is
miore conducive f0 proper regeneration than
any cf fli neîlîods wlîicb are usuall 'v rcferred
fo as flic-c cf sclective loggirg. IDanger from
crosion lias been sliown te be pracfically non-
existenît if tic tire con bG- kept ouf of eut-
over landl. Ev-idene lias shown tliot fhlc av-
in,, of secl trees is nicitlîcr efficient noir
econoiîïical. The practice known as block-
logging fo tlîo s operators wlîo have sufficient
iiniber and sufficient capital so to log, lias
nichl merit. But the only certain %vay' f0
cru-ure. regencrafico cf cur fcrcsts is f0 keep
fihe fic-(s cut cf flic vcung rowth. If fire con
bc kcpt fromn dcstrc y ing seeds and young
growvih t lie regeneration cf ]and n0w eut over
or f0 bc, eut over in flic future prescrnts no
greof prcblem. Io a period cf ten years-and
I amn taking the pcricd 1934 te, 1943, because
tlîcsc figcîrcs werc available-fircs have
dcstroved frcn. 350.000 t. 400.000 acres cf
a aluable votiig forest growtb in the coast
diStricf cf British Columbia. We hiave an
onimal avecrage nef loss of over 16 million
board feet. These fires. ccntrary te popular
opinicn, usually occur years affer flic loggers

have ac fua ll lu ft tl1 at I art icair ar r a. If is
nec flic lcggcrs w ho are responsible for the
inîa.Irity cf fircs whlirh occur.

Tlîe clricf fce5zc r cf British Columibia lias
vc' tiniatcd fliat flic cost of forest protection
s'houlil b.ý SL.500.000 annuaollv fr flic whole
province. Tlîat niaY pcm blv 1w f0pretect

t lic 126 million arcesct imatcd bY liiini f0 be
wcrtlîy cf profection. Tliose 126 million acres
wvhici flic foi-ester couisiders wortlîv of
protietion incluilc lîîîndreels cf tIi uSanîls cf
acres cf pîroducetive forest ]and on Indian
rcserves w liceh are idinîinis-ecd direct ly by
fis federal ocraci. In round figures.
as nça-l.v as I (-an 118tat, l million acres


