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I shall fot weary the bouse with any
lengthy quotatians with respe-ct to the rights
and duties of the House of Commons on
matters of ýcontrai of taxation and publie
expenditure and the rights of the bouse with
respect to legisiation; but the Prime Minister
and other speakers bave placed on record
one or two quotations by which they support
the position they have taken, and I shall
tberefore give a quotation or two from out-
standing authorities in regard to the solemn
obligation of the Huse ai Gommons touch-
ing the control ai expenditures. These qua-
tations ropresent the grounds upon which our
opposition ta the action of tbe present ad-
ministration has heen taken. The Prime
Minister, in his speech at the time of intro-
ducing clasure, quoted from Redlieh's The
Procedure af the bouse af GCommons. I hold
in my hand volume 3 of Redlicli, wbich con-
tains the quotation given by the Prime
Minister. I arn going ta refer ta that quota-
tian before I conclude niy remarks, but, in the
meantime, I wish ta quote from a page that
is rcmovcd hy only a iew pages from the
one fram which the Prime Minister quoted.
It is fram ehapter 4, the chapter dealing with
the historv ai financial procedure, and it sus
ttp in a couple af paragraiphs the view of this
great authority an the obligation ai the Gomn-
mons with re.spect ta matters pertaining ta
fln;anc'ial proccdaire .At page 159, cbapýtr 4
begins as iollaws:

At the first glance thece (loes flot appear ta
be machi ta learn frani tracing the history of
the forais of financial pracedure. The motive
pawer in financial develapment is flot ta be
found in pracedure. but in the grom-tb of con-
stitutianal principles. in the acquisition by
parlianient ai the sole righit ta, grant taxes and
ici the inrther evolution ai the predaminance
ai the (amnmons as the truc representatives oi
the nation. We bave already referred ta, this
develainent, whieh, s0 far as it bears an aur
special suîbject, was campleted. by the Revalu-
tiait of 1688.

But there is soiething mare to, say. The
furidanientai1 principle just referreul ta secures
opn%- one ai the great fuinctions ai parliament
wiiih rcgaru ta, maney matters. Soan after the
great change made at the end ai the seventeenth
century. palitical experience showed that a
secondl principle miust be estahlished befare the
iounulations ai parI iamentary gavernment eould
be regarded as secure.

I ask yau, Mr. Speaker, ta note thes;a
words:

Before the foundations af parliamentary
goverament couîld be regarded as secure-

Another great ýprinciple liad ta be recognized,
and it ives this:

Tt w-as necessary ta give ta the C-ammonq full
and uînrestricted cantral avei' tbe destination
of the inuouey spent, ta enable parliament ta,
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check its application and ta see that the
expenditure corresponded ta, the grants made.

I ask, sir, was there ever a quatatian which
came ta a legislative body sa pregnant with
meaning as this quotation cames ta this House
ai GCommons this aiternoan, when, by the
action ai the Prime Minister and bis goverfi-
ment, the committee ai this bouse ai Gomn-
mons bas been denied ail right to endeavour
ta check the application ai maneys, ta see
that the expenditure carresponded ta the
grants made, and ta exercise its unrestricted
contrai aver the destination ai the maneys
spent. Let me go on:

The working-aut ai tbis principle led by
degrees ta the presenit financial apparatus of
the Hanse ai Commons. The form ai a bill of
sapply and the divisian ai parliamentary busi-
ness between the twa money canunittees ai the
whale House bad long been in existence. But
iram 1688 anwards the development af law and
practice in finance pracedure took a new tamn:
the old framework wa.s retained, but a new
spirit n'as breathed inta aIl the iorms af
financial management, especially thase relating
ta the expenditure af the state. and the admnin-
istration ai the nianeys placed ut tbe disposaI
ai the govermnent. The complete realizatian
ai the idea ai parliamentary control reacted
upaon the w~hola arganizatian ai financial admin-
istration. jîust as the vast extension ai the
1 atter ileteruininedl thîe way in which the great
tas]< oi modern parliamentary gavernment-
dlirect parliamnentary contraI over the whale of
the national finances-reacbed its present shape.
The resuîlt ai the whole process bas been ta
establish ia actual fuet tbe vital principle ai
modern parliamentary government-that ai the
!uîl savereignity ai the nation's representatives
in dispasinz ai the financial burdens borne by
their constituents.

Gaald anyýthing be mare empbatic as ta what
lies at the very *ioandation ai parliamentary
gavcrnment, and whicb, as this high authority
says, is the great task. the vital principle ai
parliamentary government and the greatest
ai aIl responsibilities that rest upon members
ai the bouse ai Gommons? Yet it is that
righî, that duty, that obligation which is being
denied this parliament by the bill which we are
asked ta support et the ;present time on its
third reading.

May I now quate iram anather great
autharity, (Colonel A. J. V. DurelI, G.B., in bis
The Principles and Practice ai tbe System of
ContraI over Parliamentary Grants-the Iead-
ing authority an this subjeet. Redlich was
dealinýg wvith the financial aspect. Durell, in
the 'part I am gaing ta quate, deals mare
particularly with the canstitutianal aspect. At
page 3 in the chapter on the House ai Gomn-
mons be says:

'It is one ai the 01(1 standingr principî's; ai aur
constitution that the bouse ai (ammons ,;Iotild
contraI tbe finances ai ,h,- couuntre,. That is the


