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be driven eut of business by the fierce cein-
petition which I understaud they ail exper-
ienced during the past season. 1 stated
that last year the Canadian steel cein-
panies hadl considered asking the Goveru-
ment te put a duty on galvanized fence
wire, but they had only asked for a duty
on pig iron, andc that, ne doubt, from pri-
vate information which had been given te
me, they weuld make the request at the
coming session of Parliament. This infor-
mation came net from the Government or
auy member ef it, but from a banker who
je in close touch with these cempanies.

The cempany of which I arn president is
the largeet independent wire company in
Canada. We are parts ef ne merger or com-
bine. We have always stood for free cein-
petition. We manufacture over 50 tons of
wire daily, and employ over 200 skilled
'workmen. For instance, the wire fer toîlet
pins, the wire that je used te bind books,
and the wire that gees inte the spring mat-
tress je ne longer imported exclusively
fromn Great Britain or the United States,
but a considerable portion is made by our
cempany, by Canadian workmen.

The Sarnia Fence Company buys about
three tons per day ef finished galvanized
wire et the poorest quality and cheapeet
grade made in the United States, brings it
jute Canada, pute it through cheap borne
run by a few beys. This will give hon.
gentlemen some idea ef the relative magni-
tude et the two companies, and their value'
te the industrial lite ef this country.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon.
member is rather exceeding the bounde ef
relevance. The rule is te state the case
and confine himselt te a denial or explana-
tien, without geing iute any argument.

Mr. CURRIE: I am very sorry te tres-
pase upon the time of the House, but the
Globe and, othei init nbwspa;peIrs
throughout the country have made au at-
tack upon me, and I can see ne other way
of putting myseif riglit in the eyes ef the
public than by making a full explanatien.

Net very long after I had been te Sarnia,
the famous green circular wae issued by
Mr. McCrae, et the Sarnia Fence Company.
It was then that I tound eut lie had been
in the habjt o! issuiug circulars about hiE
cempetitors and using them for advertising
purpeses, as hie used me. It was au old
stery with hlm. 0f course, being a public
man, hie made free use o! my naine, ani

,violently garbled what 1 said. I wae iu E
heiplese position. If I denied what hoe eaid
I knew that any eue se unscrupulous si
te issue circulars sucli as lie had issued or
former occasions againet his competitàrs
as well as mysel!, would net hait at auy
thing. Hie lad hie secretary wjtl lut

when 1 called, while I was alone. I rieither
affirmed nor denied his statements, prefer-
ring to give him enough rape, and his lies
would, ultimately, hang him. They did.
He saw his -chance te get some free adver-
tising out of the Grain Growers' Guide,
which, by the way, is, the great organ of
the American manufacturers in Canada-a
joiurnal that is prepared te go any length
in misrepresenting any Canadian who -de-
sires to see hie country prosper.

In the letter published in the Grain
Growers Guide, Mr. McCrae gave his whole
case away. Iu his first letter, whieh was
prepared with some akili, hie said, speak-
ing of myseif:

He further stated that in his position as a
member of Parliament hoe had inside informa-
tion te the effect that before the end of the
present year, the Geverniment was geing to
take wire for farm fencing off the free list,
aud put a duty on it, which would give the
inerger an opportunity to increase their pro-
fits on the manufacture of fence, and hie by
conipleting this mer ger' weuld ho able to take
advantage df it.

Now, we are net in position te say whether
Major J. A. Currie has the confidence of the
Goverument or net, but lie seems te think
hie lias, and if hoe or auv ether parties could
induce the Goverument te put duty on the now
fiee eizes of wire, fer fence purposes, the re-
suit Vould bie the smie, yeu would have te
pay the shot. The samne day this change in
ditty takes place, the price of fence must ho
advanced. Do yeu think it is fair that every
farmer in Cansda shonld be specially taxed,
that Major J. A. Currie and his colleaguos
may wax and at yeur expenee>

This was what lie said in the Grain
Growers Guide. Please note the difference:

Accerding te the etatement of Major
Currie, member ef Parliament in the Do-
minion Parliament for North Simcoe, made
te the Sarnia Fence Company, that lie, as a
member ef the Goverumeut,- had inside in-
formation te the effect that before the end of
the present year the G7overument was geing
te take wire for farmn fences off the f ree li&t.

You will observe in the first p:ace hie
stated that 1 was a inember of Parlisment,
and in the seond place hoe lias the havdi-

*hood te say 1 was a member of the Guveru-
mient.

* S-ome hon. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

* Mr. CURRIE: I am nlot like some hion.
gentlemen opposite, who for many years
sat on the Cabinet stepe and knecked at

Ithe door, but did not get in. I have neyer
knocked uer asked my chief for any
faveur for myseif, personally. In answer te

sthe letter appearing in the Grain Growers'
L Guide, 1 stated as follows:

* In the firnt place everybody knows I arn net
a member of the Government as, stated by

1 your corre-pondent, cousequently 1 eould not


