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carried below cost, it was equally of advantage to!additional argument in favour of giving these
the Province of Ontario and the west to have these ' increased facilities to Halifax. But it seems to me
large quantities of lour and grain carried at a loss. ! that there could be no ditficulty now in the way of
I do not. however. believe it is any real advantage ! giving this increased accommodation. Thisis what
to the Maritime Provinces or to Ontario either to : happens: A car load of freight coming in from the
have coal and flour carried at a luss. I can tell you, | eastern part of Nova Scotia over the Intercolonial
Mr. Chairman, and the hon. member for Halifax i Railway is allowed to go in over this extension of
knows it as well as I, that a very large portion ! the railway to the wharves for a charve of 81 a car
of the flour which comes from theg)lmitime ! load, wheieas a car load of freight g?oing in from

Provinces comes by Beston now, and I cannot see
what advantage it is to this country in any respect
to have flour carried over the railway, if the people

have to put their hands into their pockets and:

subscribe towards carrving it, when it can be
carried over other roads just as cheaply or cheaper.
The hon. gentleman said this was far better for
Canada. I point out to the hon. gentleman that
when flour goes by way of Boston, our own

of the Maritime Provinces ; and 1 would point out
to him that this gives profitable employment te
shipping and the large number of men engaged in
that industry.

taxes to enable the Government to carry tlour over
the Intercolonial Railway below cost. In the same
way with reference tograin, what possible advantage
canit be to have grain carried over thisrailway helow
cost? The hon. gentleman has referred to the mana-
§emeut- of this railway. I listened in vain to hear

romthe Minister of Railways what thefuturepolicy
of the Government was going to be in this marter.
The only indication he gave us of any policy was that
he intended to dismiss some two hundred otticials.
I do mnot understand what his policy is to be
with reference to rates of freight, whether he
intends to increase the freight rate or dim-
inish it. I dil not understand him to give us
any information as to what saving he expected
to effect by the removal of these two hundred
officials, and it seems to me this House should be
placed in possession of the intentions of the Gov-
ernment and its policy with reference to the
management. of this railway in the future. The
hon. member for Halifax referred also to the pro-
posed expenditure at Hulifax for the purpose of in-
creasing terminal facilities there : and iu connec-
tion with that he referred to the ditliculties under
which the western part of Nova Scotia laboured in
getting its freight into Halifax and the difliculty
under which the Halifax merchants find themselves
with reference to shipping freight from Halifax to
the west, and to the fact that the Intercolonial
Railway authorities had failed to keep the agree-
ment, solemnly entered into some twenty years
ago between the Government and the Windsor and
Annapolis Railway, to give that railway the same
facilities at Halifax as the Intercolonial Railway it-
self has. Inthat ment theword ¢ extension ™
was particularly referred to, and that agreement
was entered into before the extension was made,
under Mr. Mackenzie, from Richmond into the
present station. An extension has been made
to the wharves since then; and I have contended
many timesin this House that the Governmentshould
give to the Windsor and Annapolis Railway that
which they had undertaken to give them. But the
hon. member for Halifax says that the agreement
never can be kept until these increased facilities
are given. Well, if that be true, certainly there is

Mr. BoRDEN.

It seems to wme that there is no;
gool reason why the people of Canada should pay |

the western part of Nova Scotia 18 charged 82.50.
That may not be the case at this moment, but it
was the case for many years. Well, I have always
contended that if accommodation could be furnished
at 82,50, T could not see why it should not he fur-
nished at 81 to freight from the western as well as
from the eastern. It is clear if they could admit a
car over the extension at $2.50, they could equally

twell do it at 1. My hon. friend could not sit down
schooners are always either at Boston or ready to ;
so there to bring that flour to the ditferent parts

without finding some fault with the administration
of the late Mr. Mackenzie. Hesaid that Government
was to blame for the inadeguate acconumodation
which now existed at the station at Halifax. Well, if
they are to blamefor the inadequate accommodation
there, they deserve credit for at least what acccom-
motilation is there, hecause before that time, as the
hon. gentleman knows, the terminus was at
Richmond, out of sight altogether. and the accom-
modations there were wretched, simply disgraceful.
I believe the Government of Mr. Mackenzie made
every effort in their power at that time to extend
the road far into the city ;: and finding it impos-
sible to do so, they did the next best thing and
fixed the terminus where it is at present. My hon.
friend has referred to the fact that this railway has
built up interprovincial trade. Well, surely we
would expect some increase in trade, as a result,
among these provinces, when, as everybody admits,
and as the deficit shows, freight has been carried
at an enormous loss, ButI would point out to the
hon. gentleman the fact that in the last annual
report of the Department of Railways, the state-
ment is made that the coal traflic over the Inter-
colonial Railway does not tend to expansion, there
having beena decrease of about 20,000 tons each
vear since 1887, when the wmaximum guantity
carried was 192,000 tons. I further call atten-
tion to thefact that there has been a decrease in
the quantity of flour carried during the past
year and a decrease in the quantity of lumber
carried, and this report points out that in five
years there has been a gradual decrease in the
quantity of coal carried over the railway, so
that, if. interprovincial trade was stimulated for a
time, the tide seems to have turned, and in many
respects there must be less interprovincial trade
than there was five years ago. The hon. gentle-
man referred to the increase in the passenger
traflicc. I would like to call the attention of
the House to this passenger traffic. ' The total
number of passengers carried last year over the
railway was about onme and a quarter mil-
lions. The gross earnings of the road last year
amounted to about $3,000,000. I find that the
earni from the passenger traffic would repre-
sent about 33 per cent of the total earnings,
say 2000,000, whick would give an average
received for each puassenger of 75 cents per
head. Now, when you come to consider that
we have 1,100 or 1,200 miles of railways, that
the distance from Point Lévis to Halifax is 670
miles, and from Halifax to St. John nearly 300



