
Ontario, the most Populous of Can-
ada's ten provinces - 8.6 million
people out of the country's 24 million
- is the second largest in size, cover-
ing more than a million square
kilometres. Although it is larger in
area than France and Spain com-
bined, 90 per cent of Ontario's
population lives in the southern 14
per cent of the province's land sur-
face.

Economically, Ontario is the in-
dustrial heart of the country, produc-
ing nearly haîf of Canada's manufac-
tured goods, 37 per cent of its total
exports and 68 percent of its fully
manufactured exports. It accounts
for 38 per cent of Canada's gross na-
tional product and its consumers
control 37 per cent of the cou ntry's
spending power.

Transportation links include com-
plex road and rail networks and the
St. Lawvrence Seaway, by which
ocean-going ships have access not
only to industry but to the interior of
North America via the Great Lakes.
The waterways have been vital in thE

Geography and clîmate
The Great Lakes are the most visible
resuit of the ice age in Ontario and
the biggest, Lake Superior, is the
world'ls largest body of f resh water.
Ail but one of the Great Lakes border
Ontario and the province has a fresh-
water shore nearly 4 000 kilometres
long. There are also 1 000 kilometres
of saltwater coastline along Hudson
Bay.

Excluding the Great Lakes, nearly
one-fifth of Ontario's surface is water
Most of the rest is covered by decid-
uous hardwood forests in the south
and by immense expanses of coni-
ferous softwoods in the north. The
Rainy River/Dryden area in northern
Ontario is rich in timber resources
and the waterways are used t o trans.


