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universities resuiced in a mass exodus of children from the officiai school system. A new quota (-
system ai the University of Pristina guaranteed a disproporrionately high number of places for Serb 6
and Montenegrin students.

T'he reassertion of Serb nationhood and aurhoriry in Kosovo 'vas accompanied by widespread
human righis violations. The 55,000 sirong Serb police force eliminateci an>' perceived expression
of Albanian nationalism. Between 1981 and 1991, about 60,000 Serbs and Montenegrins fled the
ethnic turmoil in Kosovo.

The Albanian Kosovars responded Eo the loss of their institutions b>' building a parallel societ>'
'vithin Kosovo, but complerel>' oucside Serbian jurisdiction. In 1991, Kosovo leaders declared the
region a sovereign and independent stare. The decision was overwhelmingly approvedi in a reional
referendum. he following year, Kosovar Aibanians elected a _________

shadow parliament, president and prime minister which then The reassertion ofcreated a parall1el state system andi staie structures for taxation, ebntohoheailh, education and elections by Aibanians for Aibanians. ' Sr ainho
Under the political and moral leadership of Ibrahim Rugova, and authorifr in

leader of the Demnocratic League of Kosovo and President of Kosovo was
Kosovo's shadow goverament, Aibanians ernployed a strategi' of accompanîed bypassive resistace to achieve their objectives. But over the wdsracourse of five years this scrategy did not resuli in any substantive wl pr u
steps forward towards greaier autonomy or diminished human rights
repression. When the 1995 Dayton peace accords failed to violations.
indlude a setdement on Kosovo, Rugova began to lose ground ro _ _________

more militant voices. A year later, the Kosovo shadow government leaders admitted that passive
resistance had faed and called for active resistance through peaceful civil disobedience.

In 1996, the Kosovo Liberation Army (KIA) emerged with separatist ambitions and terrorist
cactics, attacking Serbian authorities, in particular the police force. It lias one demand-the
:omplete independence of Kosovo. What started out aan ad hoc band of gueriasge in
;rrengrh as Serbian repression intensified.

In Late 1997, IA attacks and Serb police brutality escalated; the situation becamne increasingl>'
)ut of control in 1998. Serbia moved armoured unirs and Interior Ministry troops to the peuimeter)f the province. On March 2, a clash berween ethnic Albanians and paramliitary Serbian troops in
small village lefr more than 20 people dead. Tens of thousands of ethnic Aibanians rallied in


