ening of independent electoral machinery, civic and voter education, the
preparation of Codes of Conduct, and assistance with voter registration;

o observation of elections, including by-elections or local elections where
appropriate, at the request of the member governments concemed;

o strengthening the rule of faw and promoting the independence of the
judiciary through the promotion of exchanges among, and training of,
the judiciary;

e support ior good government, particularly in the area of public seivice
reform; and

o other activities, in collaboration with the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association and other bodies, 1o strenglhen the democratic culture and
eifective parliamentary practices.

B. Measures in Response to Violations of the Harare Principles

3. Where a member country is perceived to be clearly in violation of the
Harare Commonwealth Declaration, and particularly in the event of-an un-
constitutional overthrow of a democratically elected government, appropriate
steps should be taken to express the collective concern of Commonwealth
countries and to encourage the restoration of democracy within a reasonable
time frame. These include:

(iii)

{iv)

immediate public expression by the Secretary-General of the Com-
monwealth’s collective disapproval of any such infringement ot the
Harare principles;

early contact by the Secretary-General with the de facto government,
followed by continued good offices and appropriate technical assist-
ance 1o facilitate an early restoration of democracy;

encouraging bilateral démarches by member countries, especially
those within the region, both to express disapproval and to support
early restoration of democracy;

appointment of an envoy or a group of eminent Commonsealth rep-
resentatives where, following the Secretary-General’s conlacts with
the authorities concerned, such a mission is deemed beneficial in
reinforcing the Commonwealth’s good offices role;



