
diverslty and developed th.ls even further to the micro-level of states, provinces,

and regional districts and to indigenous populations that may be disconnected

from main stream activities. Would such people desire economric liberalization?

Would good policies for some be equally bad for others? Who might be

threatened and what might be the costs of economic liberalization and of

democratization? Adopting a broad historical approach to some of the major

problems under discussion, Dr. Joel Prager commented upon a number of

historical precedents and clted recent research that suggests some doubts as to

whether or flot democracy fosters or hinders economic development.

Other speakers of the NGO and labour sector expressed viewvs critical of

economic liberalization. lu Nicaragua for example, the agenda to protect

Human Rlghts had been affected by mass:>ive unemployment rates that reached
60% in the cities and up to 80% in some" rural areas. In Nicaragua, the

government had cut 70% of services in one year. Speaklng for Labour, Mr.

Ramôn Autipaxi supported these vlews ldentifylng econom.tc integration as a

major issue for Canadians. Although some Latin American nations are


