
Il ATIEMPTS AT CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Since 1975, there have been numerous initiatives aimed at settling the conflict.

These proposais have been launched by a multitude of internai actors as well as externat

"mediators" or "sponsors," including Syria, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United States, France,

and tic Holy Sec. The latest initiative was signed ini October 1989 ini Ta'if Saudi Arabia,

and, following an initiai increase in hostilities, has been somcwhat successful in allowing

for flic restabilization of large parts of Lebanon.

Participants analyzed the rcasons for failure of some of the principal attcmpts to

resolve thc conflict prior to Ta'if, including thc National Dialogue Coninittce (1976), Uic

Frangich Constitutional Document (1976), thc Arab League summits at Riyadh and Cairo

(1976), President Elias Sarkis' Fourteen Points for National Reconciliation (1980), thc

Isracli-sponsorcd May l7th Agreement (1983), Uic Geneva and Lausanne conférences

(1983 and 1984), and the Dainascus Tripartite Agreement (1985).

Many of Uiese proposais and "reconciliation meetings" attempted to dcai with Uic

underlying issues that had sparked thc fighting, as well as wiUi Uic complications that

occurrcd as Uic violence contmnued. These issues and complications included Lebanon's

regional identity and obligations; sovereignty and sccurity; domestic political and

socioecononiic reform; Uic regulation of relations wiUi powcrful regional actors (espccially

Syria and Isracl); and thc disbandmcnt of Uic militias. Some of Uic scttlemcnt attcmpts

tried to cncompass most of Uicse questions, but oUiers focussed only on certain issues to

Uic exclusion of Uic rest. The internai issue of "security versus reform" became enmcshcd

wiUi that of Lebanon's regional obligations. And as Uic number of internal Lebanese

actors incrcased so did Uic number of external "patrons." The wars ini Lebanon were being

fought not only over local issues, but also because of regional power struggles as Lebanon

became an arena for proxy warfare. Furthermore, as Lebanon's militia-imposed "war

systcm" consolidatcd, Lebanese powerbrokcrs developed a vcstcd interest ini prolonging thc

conflict. Violence perpetrated by the militias emphasized Uic nccd for rcform, but also


