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22. A wide range of activities on land contribute to degradation of the maripe
environment, Of the contaminants to the sea, 40% arrives via rivers and 30%
via the atmosphere, while maritime and dumping activities contribute 10%

each. The bulk of contaminants remain in coastal waters. The contaminants
from land-~based sources posing the greategst threat to the marine env:.ronment
are gsewvage, nutrients, synthetic organic compounds, i

and herbicides] sediments, litter, metals, radionuclides, oil/hydrocarbons,
and polycyclic hydrocarbons (PAH's). Soil erosion presents an additiomal
source of harmful inputs.(35)

23. An anticipatory rather than a reactive approach is necessary to protect
the marine environment, This will require the utilization of clean production
techniques, policies to minimize wastes, improved sewage treatment and a
comprehensive, sequential and coordinated approach involving all sectors
including air, land and water interactions. Each coastal country should adopt,
in accordance with its capabilities, precautionary measures to prevent, reduce
and control pollution [and other forms of degradation of the marine
environment from land-based acitvities] from land-based sources. [Any
management framework must include waste audits, cleaner technologies,
classification of substances, establishment of quality cr1ter1a, environmental
1mpact assessment, ] g




