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lirs. THORSSON (Sweden):

Firsi, however, ¢ fev wverds on another end d>znly troublaosciw ingu2 that has
recently b2couie an acuie weming signzl to the Jdisaraaucnt couanmity, i.0., the
threz.teniag pocsibility of space werfare.

Tho recent, first and successful space shuttle voyage has been hailed, mrobably
rightly, as new cvidence of the triunphs cf technclogy. In the btackrround, however,
exprcssions of uncase nave been heard. The important ailitary «lewsrts of this
veniure have been lirectly referred to. In the rfieriatl of this tecimological
Success, ruwoures tell us about aubtitious plans in one of the Supernover:s o ostablizh,
in various vays, a penianent :nd active military presenc: in spac:z. Uncorstancatbly,
the leader of the other Superpower = few days ago suggzsted & completz uon on the
@wilitarization of ouli:r space, This suggestion would, of course, have been all the
more wclcoie had thet Superpover not for Years bDeen pursuing equally active
technological preparations for the military use nof spare.

A source of immediate concem is tre developueni of so-called anti-szicllite
systzus for which, as we understand it, research cnd development is ongoing in both
Superpovers, bui press reports have also appeared about the possibility <hat other
weanons sysiteus, inter alia in the ARH field, way be under consideration.

I .2niion these facts because they present, in .y visw, another vaming signal
to this Coumittee. We should preparc ourselvas for aonsidering, ot short notice,
the urgency of preserving outer space, another "conuicn heritage of wanl:ind", for
P2aceiul activities in accordance with paragrarh 30 of the PFinal Docunent of the
first special session of the General Assembly devoted to disermament and of keeping
intact, in letter and in spirit, the Outer Spac: Trouiy.



