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time. The collego student will often profesa to have a
liveiy affinity for what he catis a 1 soft snap.'1 But this is
8imply a conventional student diaiect. Rus svera vm
gaedium ia the true 8tudent mette the world over" I And
go It is, of soe anyway, no doubt. in New Brunswick.

W. P. S.

CoqvE:RsÂTioxÂL MitTaO» in FamcH, for the use of col-
leges, academies and advanced pupils. By J. Victor Plat-
ton. Halifax, Nova B3cotia, 1rintlng Ce., 1894. To begin
with, why muet books published Ilat horne"l have such
miserable pape??V Wliat a contrast te the clieap Macmillan
books, for instance!1 And this book costs a dollar-more
than double what sucli a book ouglit to cost. 11. ls the old
story whlcli keepa book-buylng amongst us at a minimum
This la the second part of a " metliod,11 the third and laut
part i. in preparation. An objection to the book, as te the
mattor thereof, is really the violent French republicanlsm
dragged in on ail occasions-as by another Trench teaclier
of our acquaintance 'aho violently objected Wo any history
at ail being tauglit before 1789. The book is aîtogether in
French, It sams tW have a great deai in it, and mlght be
used wlth advantage by an intelligent teacher. It lias the
great merit of being wrltten wlth intelligence and lifo A
passge of French lu given, and then there lu a senies of
questions on the passage. The matter le interesting. Also
from the begînnlng excellent practice lu given in the tenses
-the use o! the imperfectas "descriptive," and as l'habituai',
tense, and so of tiie past definite as Ilhistorie" tense
Thon there are passages of connected conversations Ali
tht. migit lie of great help Wo thoso 'aho are studying wlth
smre earnestness, 'ahether as teachor or as tauglit. Then
tiiero are plaris cf grammatical anialysis in French. And
there are exemples of commercial corrospendenco. Tiiere
are extracts frem. clasalcal authors. Tiiere Is a long llst of
idiome, witli exorcises, and a full list of irregular verbes. In
fact, as was sald, there I. mucl in a amaîl space; and both
for use and for reference, aud as supplemental, if not as ex-
clusive, the. book will b.e found valuable. W. F. S.

EXTzRrIS CHOISIS DES ReUVRES DE PAUT. BOURGET.
Edited and annotated wlth the author's consent by A. Van
Daeil. Baton, Ginn & Co., 1894. This book la net only
annotated wlth thie author's consent, but lias a very interest-
lng Lettre atttodQraphique prefixed. That alone would
make the. book worth buying. The wrlter considers such
an intellectual autoblcgrapiiy, if slmply truc, a duty cf an
author. He diseuses the effect of mlxed races on thoir
author-produet; how more la bast than le galned- the, loge,
by uprooting in sentiments and tradition, the distributing
cf natural growth,-whlch le aluicat wliat George Eliot
gays, too Ho remînda us, by bis early readlng cf Shakes-~
peare iu Trench, liow much more Sensible young Germans
sud Trenclimen are tlian youug Canadians, 'aho grow up in
blank ignorance, direct or indirect, of great forelgn
autiiors. He deacribes bis frec readlng and gays lie was flot
corrupted thereby, but as made "cid-young;" h.e thug
rmlnnds us cf the unhealthy side cf teachlng youug peoplo
to read books meant for their eiders, whlvh, one may uay,
la a remc agalust ail unchecked literary reading, home or

.foreign. Ho speaks cf the subjective novel-kià novel-as
opposed We the "naturaistic," that "lliterature of the
raysterîles cf iniquity,"1 as George Sand cois it, now <liaving
donc its possible good aud its probably greater harm> fail-
ing into generai disroputo. And so on. But the bock is
net suitable for col leges, and stii legs for seools. Perliape
it W" net rasant for eitiier, Even the story pieces, In their
"*Tendenz," would bie beyond young reudera' compreiension.

W. P. S.

Ther are few things more notîceeabie than thre effort telachers
ae akng to know more about teachlug. Sond postal for

Teacliers' Helps, a catalogue cf 400 Books and Aids fer
Teachers, Io E. L Kollogg & Co., of New York, To any
ene aniswerlng this advertlsemcent, and sending 10 cents, a
Lang's UCmenlua " will be sont waili the catalogue.

The January Magazines.

In Gala Rediviva l in theAlanlie MAont/dIy for January au
lnteresting account la gîven ef the development of the presenbt
achool system. lu France. We take thls extract. " Compul.
sory oducation was decreed for botli sexes, Evory villagehlad
Wo have Its own achoclu ; if too peur Wo bulld them, meney
wouid bic lcaned and subsidies granted by the siate. Botter
pay was given to the teachoru ; normal achools were erected In
every department; the schol.xasters wore grantod represen-
tation in the varions cdu
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