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GEORGE R. PÂRKIN, K A.

Geo. R Park in, M. A., rccntly head master et the
Collegiate School, Fredericton, and now on his way
te Australia as comniffsioner et the Imperial Federa-
tien Scbemc, is a native et New Brunswick. H1e was
hemn at Salisbury, in Westmorland cezuty, in 1846.
Mr. Parkin's tastcs arc English as welI as Canadian,
which may ho partly explained by the- tact that his
tather was hemn in Yorkshire, Englaud, whilst bis
mother wus a native Canadian.

Mr. Parkin receivcd bis early education lu the
common sebools ot bis niative place; afterwards attend-
ed the normal school et New Brunswick, aud began te
teacli while in the seventeenth year et his age. H1e
entered the University et New Brunswick at the
age et nineteen, snd wus graduated three years atter.
Among bis tellow-students were men who have risen te
distinguisbed positions in politics and literature:
Hon. Geo. E. Foster, the present Ministor et Finance;
Hon. Dr. Pugsley, speaker et the House et Asmbly
pt New Brunswick ; Hon. Jas. Mitchell, surveyor-
è,neral of New Brunswick ; Prof. McCurdy, et
Toronto, afnd otbers. Mr. Parkin was ne less dis-
tinguishcd for bis ability as a studeut than for the
zest with which ho entercd into ail the exorcises et
student lite. He wvon the Douglas gold medal for the
English essay in bis tresbman year-a distinction
nover betoro achieved by a flrst-yeaý student; althougli
Mr. Geo. E. Fostor won it theo following year under
like conditions. Mr. Parkiui aise won prizes in
patural science during each year et bis college course.

Aftr bie graduation Mr. Parkin tauglit the im-
mar school at Bathurst, N. B., for four years, after
which ho assumed the beadm astership.ot the collegiate
scbool, Fredonicton, which ho lia beld for nearly
seventeen years.

Mr. Parkin spent a year at Oxford (1873-4), and
at the same time took the opportunity to, become
acquainted witli tbe constitution of the great public
echools ot England. Hie drew inspiration trorn
Arnold ud Tbring. From the former that i nspi ration
which a great teacher bequeaths to his fellow-teachers,
and wbicb to-day influences Rugby and ail England.
With the latter Mr. Parkin laid the toundation of
that si4cere triendsbip wbich Mr. Thring acknow-
ledged wben ho dedicated a volume ot his addresses
to "b is fellow-worker over the ses."

To Mr. Parkin lias been entrusted the work of
writing tbe biograpby of the late head master of
Uppingham echool, a work on which lie is now
engaged, and in collecting materials for which lie
spent a large portion ot last year in England.

Mr. Parkin's intense energy and extraordinary
capacity for work bas led lim in the course of a busy
lite to take an active part in mauy questions of tlie
day. As a wri ter and speaker lie is fluent, cenvincing
and torcible. During bis university career lie was
toremost as a debater, and whule at Oxford was secre-
tary et the great debating club of the undergraduates.
His recent article in the Century magazine bas
attracted much favorable comment, aud shows a skill
in discussing a great public question that can only
corne trom long and conscientious practice, and a
power springing trom intellectual activity and trom
deep and earuost convictions. As a teacher Mr.
Parkin's influence sud enthusias, liave tendcd te lay
the fou ndatien et character, aud te promote the intel-
lectual aud moral activities ot boys and girls in ne
ordinsry degree. In the Educatienal Institute of the
prevince, iu wbidi lie always teek a prominent part,
ho will be grestly mlissed.

In churcli and Missionary work, on temperance sud
ether questions et general good, Mr. Parkin bas always
given an active and influential support; whule iu
social lite bis genial humer aud ready powers et con-
versation always make bim a welcome guest.

The selectien et Mr. Parkiu as commissionor te
Canada and Australia, for the purpose et srousing
public sentiment in favor et Imperia] Fedoration, was
net trom chance. Ho lias for years been an advocste
with voice aud peu et a dloser union betWeeD the colo-
nies and the mother country, and his earuest convic-
tion-et its practîcability, aided by a ready eloquence,
lias won the attention et mauy statesmen on botli
sides et the Atlantic.


